The Stories
of Grace

Stories of God at work in and through the GIS community

“

We are distributing food and water to
people who have literally left everything
behind and are glad to have escaped
with their lives.

“

Running Toward the Battle
Paul Bradley, GIS Parent

There is no such thing as “just another
day” during times of war. Each day brings its
own challenges as well as its own opportunities
to show the love of Jesus in action. Missionary
Paul Bradley, serving in partnership with
Cadence International and the Free Burma
Rangers, knows this all too well.
“Last month when I was in Iraq, we
heard a land mine detonate close by. My
team and I ran to the scene and treated an
injured Iraqi soldier. He was very scared and
was afraid he was going to die,“ says Paul. “I
laid hands on him and prayed for him in Jesus’
name. I was able to share this with him later
after he had recovered, and he looked at me
and said, ‘I love Jesus.’ “
Paul has traveled to Iraq 4 times in the
last 2 years with other team members from
the Free Burma Rangers, a relief organization
which has worked primarily in Burma, up until
a few years ago. FBR trains relief teams to
work in regions of Burma where the Burmese
army has been systematically killing, raping,
and enslaving ethnic peoples in its own
country in order to gain control of the land
and resources.
Two years ago, Iraqis and Kurds who

have been fighting ISIS asked FBR to send
teams to help them. The teams have been
helping provide medical care and relief not
only for the forces who are fighting ISIS but also
for the hundreds of thousands of people who
are fleeing the war torn region. FBR teams are
often the first to help those who are fleeing.
“While most relief organizations turn
and run when the fighting starts, FBR runs
towards it,” shares Paul. “We are distributing
food and water to people who have literally
left everything behind and are glad to have
escaped with their lives.”
During his last trip, Paul’s team
witnessed an entire family being hit by a land
mine. He drove them to a nearby medical aid
location, but the little three year old daughter
did not survive.
Paul shares, “When the medic turned
to the father and mother and told them their
daughter was dead they both erupted in agony.
I was there to comfort the father, hugging him,
crying with him, and praying over him. Holding
their daughter in my arms and looking into her
face, I felt in my heart that she was with Jesus,
and I prayed that she would lead the way for
the rest of her family to know Him.”

Impacted by Grace
Andy Owen, GIS Parent

“

His faith has been strengthened, his heart
encouraged, and his mind challenged at GIS.

“

My family and I were called to Thailand in 2001 when our oldest son Connor was
just 7 months old. We now have three children; Connor (11th grade), Isaac (8th grade),
and Eleanna (2nd grade, adopted in Thailand). After church planting in central Thailand
for 10 years, we were invited to take a regional position of leadership in our organization.
I am currently the Regional Team Leader for SE Asia. We could have chosen many places
to live with this role, but for many reasons we felt Chiang Mai was best for our family. My
role requires quite a bit of travel, and the community and education of Grace International
School has been a vital support system to undergird the work of God we have the privilege
to oversee throughout this region.
All three of our children have been deeply impacted by the ministry of GIS. My
middle son Isaac’s story is simply the latest example. Isaac was recently influenced by the
lessons in his Bible class, and began to feel like it was time to commit his life to Jesus through
baptism. Isaac is in that awkward middle school time, where he is beginning to question his
identity and place in this world. Tom Miyakawa, his algebra teacher, took it upon himself
to get together with Isaac for breakfast in order to get to know Isaac and encourage him. I
praise God for godly mentors like Tom! Isaac took the public step of committing his life to
Jesus through baptism. Isaac’s faith has been strengthened, his heart encouraged, and his
mind challenged at GIS. He desires to be God’s servant and a missionary in the future. Last
spring Isaac won the citizenship award for middle school for exemplifying the qualities and
character that GIS promotes and teaches. He is thriving, and my wife and I can only thank
the Lord for leading us here and allowing us to be a part of the Grace community.

Carry on the Legacy
Audrey Smith, GIS Alumni class of 2010

“

As I lift up my students,
I ask that I could be for
them what GIS teachers
were for me.

“So what is Grace International School?”
This was my question too, when I first walked through those
doors in the 8th grade. A new life in a new country at a new school—
what was I getting myself into? What I found was the kind of place
that I thought only existed in fairy tales—a place where every misfit
belongs, every strength is celebrated, every culture valued. When I
look back on my time at Grace International School, I think of the
teachers who believed in me before I believed in myself. I think of
the community that boldly spoke truth into my life as they showed
me what it looks like to be the hands and feet of Jesus. I remember
that Grace is the reason that my Skype calls now regularly span
multiple countries and time zones—because the friendships I built
there are strong enough to withstand the distance.
When I left GIS, I headed to the foreign land of Chicago. I
studied at Wheaton College and graduated early with my Master’s
in Intercultural Studies and Teaching English to Speakers of
Other Languages. Today, I’m back in Southeast Asia—and I’m a
teacher. I work with the English Language Institute China (ELIC),
an international NGO that places Christian teachers in China and
in many other countries in Asia and the Middle East. My current
home is in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. I’m a teacher at a prominent
university here. I’m also on the leadership team, serving as the
country’s teaching specialist. It’s a role dedicated to encouraging
professional development, in the hopes that every member of my
team will be a better teacher at the end of the year than they are at
the beginning. I do this because I know first hand what a difference

“

a quality teacher can make. Grace taught me that.
When I entered Grace International School, I was
a shy, lonely, middle-schooler wondering if I could really
make a difference. Today, I teach grammar to the future
leaders of Cambodia. As I lift up my students, I ask that
I could be for them what GIS teachers were for me. So
even though others may laugh at the fact that my little
high school has alumni t-shirts, I wear mine with pride.
Grace International School changed my life, and I am
honored to carry on that legacy.

Blessed by Grace
Carolyn McCarthy, GIS Parent

“

I’m very grateful to these good souls. Their
commitment and dedication is admirable.

“

My husband and I grew up in Zimbabwe.
We were both born there - our families were all
there - it was home for us. Rob is of American
descent and I am of British descent.
We have 2 daughters - one in Grade 9 and
the other in Grade 6. Both girls have been in Grace
International school since Kindergarten.
We are not missionaries. My husband
works in the agricultural business and spends most
of his time in Indonesia and traveling around the
world. We decided that Surabaya, Indonesia was
not the ideal place to bring up our family. It is a
Muslim country and we have 2 daughters. It is also
not a particularly safe country - and the girls and
I would be required to spend a lot of time on our
own. The current situation in Zimbabwe meant
that was also not an option. Also the families on
both sides of our family and our friends have now
also left Zimbabwe. So in reality we no longer had
the ‘home country’ to fall back on.
We have been incredibly blessed to been
given the opportunity to attend Grace International
School. This has allowed the girls and me to make
a ‘home’ right here in Chiang Mai. Sacha and

Kayleigh have been able to grow up in a stable and
safe environment. They have been able attend a
school they love and grow up with friends they
have known since Kindergarten.
Grace is not just a school - its a big
family that gives a loving and nurturing learning
environment. It teaches kids not only educational
aspects but also discipline, kindness, respect and
consideration for others. Our kids are also very
proud of their school. This is so obvious if you
attend any sports event against other schools Grace has the biggest show of support! Grace is
very fortunate in that it is equipped with dedicated,
hard working, and caring teachers. I am very
grateful to these good souls. Their commitment
and dedication is admirable - and also humbling.
Grace is a special school and I hope will
continue to be so for many years to come. These
children will leave this school not only with their
grades - but also with the Grace “experience”. I
believe that this will make them good global
citizens - and go towards making this world a
better place.

The Caring Hearts
Karen Hausman, GIS Parent
Three years ago we faced a dilemma: find an affordable school to meet all our
children’s needs, or leave the mission field.
Thankfully, we found Grace and made the move. Our oldest, Naomi, was starting
as a freshman in high school. Shy to make friends, socially awkward, and self-conscious,
she spent a long year searching for her niche. She did enjoy her teachers, Mr. Gerig
being one of them. At the beginning of her sophomore year, someone nominated her
to run for a Student Council Representative, which she accepted. Her name was put in
with several others, mainly kids who had held the position before or were well known
to the class, to be voted on in a week. By the end of the day, all her insecurities came
rushing to the surface, and she went to Mr. Gerig (also the class sponsor), and said to
take her name off the list, she didn’t want to run. Despite the teacher’s encouragement
that he felt she would do a great job, she still wanted to be removed from the list. During
the following weekend, this teacher talked to my husband, reiterating his encouraging
thoughts and saying he didn’t actually remove her from the list yet. As we talked to her
that night, she said, “Oh, what does it matter anyway, I already told Mr. Gerig to take
me off.” “But he didn’t, he thinks you would be a great representative and you ought to
try for this, so he didn’t take you off.” Her face changed as she realized that someone
really believed in her, believed she could take this responsibility, and believed she had
a chance to win even against kids who had the position before and were the “popular”
kids. So she spent a long time crafting her speech and ran for office. And she made it! It
was quite a turning point for her to take risks and try for things that seemed impossible
before. Naomi’s junior year she was elected Secretary of Student Council, and this fall,
her senior year, she is President. She never would have taken the risk if not for a caring
teacher encouraging her that he believed in her. As a parent, it touches me deeply that
the teachers at Grace care so much for my child’s inner heart, and are supporting them
to grow and mature.

“

As a parent, it touches me deeply that the
teachers at Grace care so much for my
child’s inner heart, and are supporting
them to grow and mature.

“

It’s for a Moment Like This
Cori Anne Tang, GIS Student
It was there in that moment that God finally opened my heart to realize why I was
in Thailand. I stood in the front of the church looking upon the beautiful faces of the Thai
villagers with my hands shaking as I held onto my prepared testimony; I began. Go back a
month ago and I was chosen to be the leader for the next trip to Omkoi. If you knew me,
you would have been shocked because I am generally known as the introvert and the one
whose face turns red when I speak in front of people. Yet, God knows this and He decided to
push me past the borders of my comfort zone. Forward to one week before the trip and I am
scrambling to get things done. I felt unprepared, incapable, and I worried that the trip would

“

God showed me that I did not come to
Thailand because my family was here, I
did not come for the great education but
I came to share the love of Christ to His
beloved children.

“
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be a disaster. My mind frantically came up
with scenarios of the worst possible things
that could happen and I was terrified. Then,
like a gentle whisper, God overcame my
distrust, my anxiety, and my fear. Four hours
up into the breathtaking mountains, I was
able to escape the stresses of down below
and it was like a breath of fresh, sweet air.
Of course not everything went perfectly as
planned, but the joy on the kids’ faces made
it all worth it. We did crafts, played games,
sang songs, and shared the message of
Christ.
It was finally Sunday morning and
I walked up to the front and shared my
testimony. There is no better moment than
that of intervention when God decides
to do something totally unexplainable.
God grasped at that moment and made
my words His own as I felt confident just
speaking from my heart and not from the
notes in my hands. I felt comfortable, at ease,
and peace overwhelmed me as He changed
my fear of speaking into a joyous moment
of realization of the opportunity I was given
to share about what God has done in my
life. Through that experience, God showed
me that I did not come to Thailand because
my family was here, I did not come for the
great education at an international school,
but I came to share the love of Christ to His
beloved children.

Nepal Disaster Changes Hearts
For security reasons, the missionaries mentioned below will have the pseudonym
“the Taylors.” They live in Chiang Mai and minister throughout southern Asia;
their children attend Grace International School
As Prem Maya and her fellow believers sat in a Nepali church the morning of April 25,
2015, they couldn’t know the ominous future, as the earth began to shake violently during the
sermon. Then the church front collapsed outward, pulling their pastor through the hole with the
rush of air.
People scrambled to get outside, but the doorway was too narrow, so many members
were trapped by the crumbling walls, including Prem. She was pinned underneath the rubble for
almost three hours before being rescued. Incredibly, she suffered only minor injuries. However,
sixteen church members did not survive, including Prem’s mother.
The earthquake injured 22,000; nearly 9,000 died. When news of this devastation
reached the Taylors in nearby Thailand, they flew immediately to Nepal to minister to the
national believers as well as the missionaries living there. They brought tarps, food, relief funds,
and provided trauma care. Critical debriefing and trauma care the Taylors provided enabled
foreign families to recover and remain in the country, ministering to others. Many Nepalese
and missionaries were afraid to sleep in their homes for many weeks after the quake. And they
relived the ordeal with each new aftershock.
Because the Taylors and their teammates quickly attended to people’s physical needs
and mental worries, churches were also enabled to give survival care and spiritual support to
their community. Before the disaster, members of one congregation were often spit upon and
had rocks thrown at them, when they walked to and from church. Following the quake, their
church became a shelter for the whole community. Today, believers continue demonstrating
Jesus’ unconditional love to people who were previously their enemies.

“

There are so many more children
like this who need help, this is why
building the new GIS campus is so
crucial. We need more Zoe workers
to aid in the rescue of children.

“

Reach and Rescue
Les and Lynne Ginoza, GIS Parents
When workers from Zoe ministries received the call on their hotline, they knew they
needed to move quickly. The caller urged them, “Please come to our village right away! If
you don’t, we are afraid something bad will happen.” They arrived at the home of a single
father with a five-year-old daughter. Exhausted after working long hours in the fields, he
had no patience for his active, energetic daughter. Often, he would tie her up by her neck to
keep her quiet and still, at times causing her to pass out from lack of oxygen. She later told
Zoe workers, “I knew if someone didn’t come to help me soon I would die.” She was taken
to the Zoe safe houses where her physical and emotional needs were cared for.
Zoe workers, Les and Lynne Ginoza, have been working in Chiang Mai for almost
twelve years. Their son, Garrett, started kindergarten at GIS and will graduate next year. Les
explains, “Zoe focuses on prevention, rescue, and restoration. We rescue our children from
high-risk situations where they are almost certainly going to be trafficked. We also rescue
children who are already in the industry.”
Once children are rescued they are brought to one of Zoe’s homes where they receive
specialized care created to bring healing and wholeness to every child. They accomplish
this through a variety of ways, including their vocational and life skills program, as well as
their transitional program, which empowers young adults to be independent and able to
function well within their community.
Sadly, not all rescue stories end well. One time, Zoe workers received information
regarding a young girl who was being sold for 30 baht per client (equivalent of one U.S.
dollar) by her own parents. Zoe, working in partnership with village leadership and local
authorities, strongly advised the parents to stop. When they did not heed the warnings, Zoe
took a Thai government social worker to the village to talk to the child’s parents in hopes of
rescuing her, only to find that the family had taken their daughter and fled.
“There are so many more children like this who need help,” explains Les. “This is why
building the new GIS campus is so crucial. We need more Zoe workers to aid in the rescue of
children. The new campus will allow the school to offer quality education to more and more
students, including the children of Zoe workers, as well as people from other organizations
around the world.”

With No Strings Attached
Dtui Wannaprom, GIS Security Guard

“

They began to learn that they owed more than just a monetary
debt, but a debt of sin that was enormous but was already
wiped clean by the death and resurrection of Christ.

“

As a guard for eleven years at Grace International School,
Dtui has had contact with many believers. Many of the teachers and
parents within the GIS community have taken the time to get to know
him and have invited him to church. He was never interested until a
need arose in his life.
Over the last few years, Dtui and his wife have incurred
significant debt, which was growing larger by the month. Last year,
out of desperation, Dtui and his wife, Daa, accepted an offer to receive
financial counseling from a GIS staff member and a local church
planter whose children attend Grace. While the counseling was based
on Biblical principles, the counselors made it clear there were “no
strings attached.” They offered their services out of love for the Lord
and for Dtui and Daa. This concept was puzzling to the couple. In Thai
culture, there is an expectation that one “owes” another person when
they receive a gift or an act of kindness.
There were other things which mystified Dtui and Daa. Where
did the joy come from which Daa observed in the two GIS families she
worked for as a housekeeper? Why did the Christians at GIS respond
with respect and love when an unfair lawsuit was brought against the
school?
These things intrigued them enough to finally accept an
invitation to church. They began to learn that they owed more than
just a monetary debt, but more importantly a debt of sin that was
enormous but was already wiped clean by the death and resurrection
of Jesus. Dtui was baptized and has made the decision to follow the
God who chose to love us “with no strings attached,” when we were
still His enemies.

Thriving Once Again
Jennifer Chen, GIS Parent

It’s a surprise story with an unexpected ending. My husband and I are second
generation Chinese American, our parents are from Taiwan and Hong Kong. Both sets of
parents came to the U.S. in the early 1960’s for college. This is important because most
immigrant Chinese parents would never bless their children to go into missions let alone
back to the place they left. Both sets of parents love the Lord and are very involved in
seeing the gospel reach the ends of the earth. My parents have been church planting in
Seattle among immigrant Chinese families for the past twenty years. They blessed John
and I nearly two decades ago to return to their homeland. We served seventeen years
in China in a large, polluted city in the Northeast. We loved orphans, college students,
women in prostitution, and working class families. We saw several house churches planted
and assumed we would be in China forever. Three years ago our lives were changed. My
husband John nearly bled to death while on a flight to Chiang Mai to speak at a leadership
conference. He collapsed soon after his arrival to his hotel and friends rushed him to
Chiang Mai Ram hospital where they discovered a cancerous 10 centimeter tumour in his
small intestine. Needless to say it rocked our world.
For the past eight years we’ve served as regional leaders for East Asia for our
organization, overseeing 40+ teams, caring for them and helping them in their various
ministries. With the news of cancer we thought our time in Asia was finished. But God
would have the last word.

“

The school has enabled us to
continue serving workers in East
Asia and our family is thriving
once again.

“

We discovered that John’s oral chemo drug would
be available in Thailand and we could get proper cancer
care in Chiang Mai. We moved here in July 2014 with our
four kids, Josiah, Micah, Johanna, and Elijah. The doors to
Grace International school flew open wide to our family and
the administration extended God’s grace and love to us in
accepting Josiah for his senior year. We registered him on
the day school started. It was unbelievable. Micah entered
the following year, and Johanna and Elijah entered this past
fall. The school has enabled us to continue serving workers
in East Asia and our family is thriving once again. Josiah
is now studying nursing, having been deeply impacted
by John’s cancer, at Seattle Pacific University. We just had
bloodwork done and John continues to be in good health.
All glory be to God!

It is Possible
Faith Needham, GIS Parent
Our family was living in China when we found out our
son has autism. We went back to the States at that
point to get him officially diagnosed and into some
therapies. There was a time of grieving what we had
thought was a life-long call to the mission field, thinking
God had made it impossible to return. After a few dead
ends, we found out about Grace International School’s
educational support department. We moved to Chiang
Mai to help facilitate English teachers in rural Thailand
(member care this time!). Now I homeschool our son
for academics, and he attends GIS in the afternoons for
speech and occupational therapy, academic support,
life skills, and specials with the 3rd grade class. What
an incredible blessing Grace has been to us! Our son
looks forward to school every day, and I get a much
needed break. His teachers and therapists are such a
deep encouragement to our hearts! They really truly
make it possible for us to thrive while serving overseas.

“

There was a time of grieving
what we had thought was a
life-long call to the mission
field, thinking God had made it
impossible to return.

“

“

I am in debt to so many
people, and I wanted a
chance to give back.

Coming Home

“

Moa Son, GIS Teacher and Alumni

“Being back at Grace is like coming home.
The building is different, but the people are the
same, and it’s the people who make GIS special,”
says the young, petite teacher with a shy smile.
Moa Son has recently returned to her former high
school—but this time as a fifth grade teacher.
Her family lived and ministered in
Myanmar while she was a child, but they moved
to Chiang Mai for Moa’s 9th grade year, so she
and her brother could attend Grace. There were
no viable education opportunities in their region.
Moa’s parents were grateful for GIS, which offered
an affordable education and enabled their father
to continue his ministry.
Moa was inspired to become a teacher,
in large part, by the faculty at Grace and other
adults who poured their love and lives into hers.

“I am in debt to so many people, and I
wanted a chance to give back,” she says. After
college graduation in the U.S., she applied to
teach at Grace, and the doors swung wide open!
As Moa prepared for her new job in
Thailand, God reminded her of His specific love
for her in numerous ways. “So many things
happened before I left that showed me how
God cares about even my smallest hopes and
desires,” Moa says. This gave her heart the
courage she needed to move back to Thailand
and to sustain her during her first few months
at Grace. which have had both challenges and
blessings.
“My students give me energy to keep
going, even when I’m tired. Teaching makes me
feel alive, like this is what I was meant to do!”
With a room full of energetic fifth
graders each day, it’s clear that Moa is blessed
and has now become a blessing to Christian
worker’s families in SE Asia.
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