Grace
in
Action

Stories of God at work in and through the GIS community

“

The Alwards
Twenty years ago, newlyweds Gary and Robin Alward
of Campus Outreach arrived to Thailand with the
simple vision of reaching Thai college students with
the gospel. With the college years being a crucial time
for young people to consider new ideas—including
the good news of Jesus—Gary and Robin saw the
college campus as a strategic place for ministry. Armed
with youthful optimism and energy, the Alwards
thought it might take seven years to see people come
to faith in Christ, and to identify, train and hand off
the work to local Thai leaders. Seven years came and
went, and Gary and Robin realized their calling was
for a lifetime.

“

Just-in-Time Provision

The Alwards thought it might take
seven years to see people come to
faith in Christ, and to identify, train
and hand off the work to local Thai
leaders. Seven years came and went,
and Gary and Robin realized their
calling was for a lifetime.

outreach staff, moved to Chiang Mai in 2013. While
Gary and Robin were aware of the strategic location
that Chiang Mai would be for campus ministry, they
did not realize at the time how strategic it would turn
out to be for the needs of their own children.

Landing in Chiang Mai, and faced with the growing
educational and social concerns of their four kids,
Robin began praying, “Lord, give us what we need.”
After considering what GIS had to offer, the Alwards
decided to enroll their kids in the school. Later,
Robin accepted the job of elementary librarian where
she now has the privilege of ministering to others’
children, as well as to her own kids. By getting to
The Alwards worked for many years with college know the families at GIS, Robin gets a glimpse of
students in Thailand’s Isaan Province, with their what God is doing all over Asia, and she is happy that
four children in tow. God’s favor was on their work, her role supports that work.
giving increase and growth, drawing Thai students
to Himself. The Alwards and their expat teammates Robin knows that GIS is providing more than just
eventually worked themselves out of a job. They then academics for her children. As Robin explains, “Yes,
handed the reins of ministry over to Thai believers to we could have enrolled the kids in Internet courses,
but there would not have been any of the extras that
lead the work in Isaan from that point on.
kids need, too—student government, sports trips, or
With its many universities, Chiang Mai seemed an Wednesday night Bible studies. I am so thankful that
obvious next point from which to start a new chapter God knew what we needed, and He brought us to a
of student ministry. The Alwards, along with other place with all of this support for our kids.”

“

The Dimados
What happens when you take kids from 550 families,
representing 20 nationalities, and you put them all
together in one school setting in a cross-cultural
context? You get a beautiful, melting pot of diversity!
Fred and Evelyn Dimado moved their family to
Thailand from Ghana when Fred accepted the
position of Assistant International Director of a
multi-ethnic mission agency. They enrolled their
four children in GIS, which released Fred to focus
on ministry. Little did they know, that in addition to
the education they would receive, the large, multicultural community—to which they now belong—
would impact the Dimados’ children.

“

Grace in Diversity

It is very heartwarming when a
teacher notices your children’s
struggles, commits to praying with
them, and assures them of help
whenever they need it.

to foster healthy relationship with dedicated, loving
teachers, and to share in the experiences of other
MKs for whom transitions are the norm. Through
the rough patches of adjustments, the family is so
thankful for gracious teachers who have walked with
the Dimado family. “It is very heartwarming when
a teacher notices your children’s struggles, commits
to praying with them, and assures them of help
whenever they need it,” Evelyn shared.

Evelyn expressed deep appreciation for the GIS
community. “I am amazed to see how the Lord has
grown my kids since we’ve been in Thailand and how
He has opened their hearts to be loving to people,
irrespective of their cultural backgrounds. This
Moving to Thailand involved a gamut of adjustments experience might have been missed if we hadn’t come
for the Dimado family. In Chiang Mai and at here,” Evelyn said.
GIS, the Dimados are in the minority as Africans.
However, in their struggles with adapting to a new The Dimados are thankful to be a part of the rich
place and dealing with multi-cultural insensitivity blend of cultural diversity GIS represents. “Our
and unconscious biases, Fred and Evelyn are sincerely children get to have a sneak peek at God’s heart of
grateful for how God has used some special teachers love for every nation (Rev. 7:9) and how the beauty of
and students at GIS to strengthen the spiritual this diversity will be fully displayed to the glory of the
growth of their children, building grace, character, Father, when Jesus comes again,” Evelyn said.
and endurance in them.
What a special community God has brought together
GIS has provided a safe place for the Dimado children from all over the globe to make up the GIS family!

“

The “B” Family

“

A Time to Heal

The GIS office staff made great
concessions to finish our paperwork
quickly in order to expedite the visa
process for us.” The principal’s actions said,
“Come. We’re making space for you.

for practical support. The couple could contribute to
a media project in town, specifically focused on their
UPG. Also, James and Carolyn hoped their three
kids could attend GIS, as they could see the benefits
of a year of international Christian school for their
For the past 15 years, the B family had been ministering children.
among an unreached people group in Central Asia.
Suddenly, though, Ruby’s health became the new There were questions and concerns, for sure; but
focus of their lives. In critical condition, Ruby when Ruby’s oncologist from New Zealand happened
received six weeks of chemotherapy in Bangkok. The to meet Ruby’s doctor from Bangkok at a medical
family then moved to New Zealand—James’ home conference in Thailand, the two doctors devised a
country—to complete the next stages of Ruby’s plan to provide the care Ruby needed in Chiang Mai.
This was a clear sign to James and Carolyn that God
chemo regimen.
was opening the door for their family’s move.
While Ruby was receiving treatment in New Zealand,
her two older brothers were enrolled in public school. With little time before they were to arrive, Carolyn
Carolyn and James took turns with Ruby during her says, “The GIS oﬃce staff made great concessions
frequent hospital stays, and James made six, two- to finish our paperwork quickly in order to expedite
week trips back to Central Asia where his agricultural the visa process for us.” The principal’s actions said,
project needed his attention. Although they were “Come. We’re making space for you.” From the first
well looked after by family and friends, their grueling day of school, the B family made instant connections
with GIS families, classmates and teachers.
schedule took a toll on the whole family.
In February 2016, James and Carolyn B received the
news that no parent wants to hear: their daughter,
Ruby—only 3-1/2 years old—was diagnosed with
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia.

With Ruby’s second and final year of maintenance
chemo looming, James and Carolyn wondered if a
move to Chiang Mai might make sense. The location
would allow James to be in closer proximity to his
work, making his trips back to the region much easier.
The family would be near many of their mission family

Carolyn marvels at the work the Lord has done in
their family. “The move here has freed us up for
healing to take place in all of us.” And that includes
Ruby, too, who—for a little girl with a compromised
immune system—has enjoyed a season of remarkably
good health.

The Chongsiriwatanas
Eight years ago, Joe and Yumi Chongsiriwatana were
happily living life in the Silicon Valley of California.
Joe was fulfilled as an engineer, and Yumi—an
occupational therapist—was enjoying her role as
a full-time mom and homeschooler of their three
children.
In 2009, Joe and Yumi’s home church organized a
short-term missions trip to Thailand—where Joe
grew up—and the Chongsiriwatanas decided to
participate, along with their kids. What started as
a short visit, however, has turned into an ongoing,
eight-year adventure of redirection.
When Joe and Yumi arrived to Thailand for full-time
ministry, Joe took up his role in an organization that
fought child traﬃcking. Although he is Thai, because
he left Thailand when he was 16, Joe felt he needed to
brush up on Thai culture. Translating the Gospel of
Luke into Thai, Joe learned how to explain confusing
theological concepts in a way that Thais could
understand, since 99% percent of the 67 million Thai
people have no knowledge of Christianity.
Once he finished the translation, Joe wondered,
“What should I do with this?” He had seen a need
for evangelistic materials in Thai, so he published
his translation as a book. An artist developed a few
Thai-style pictures to include with it, and Joe printed
8,500 copies of the book. Receiving positive and

“

Redirection

“

The teachers at Grace are handpicked by God, and for our kids to be
taught by these people is a priviledge.

helpful feedback, Joe sensed God leading him to
develop evangelistic materials full-time.
In the past two years, nearly 70,000 copies of
Joe’s book have been distributed all over Thailand
through Thai churches with which Joe networks—at
Christmas outreach events, to the sick in hospitals,
and to flood victims. Along with packages of food and
practical supplies, the book provides a meaningful
gift that people feel compelled to read. In subsequent
revisions, explanations of how to apply the teachings
of Jesus to every-day life were added. Joe explains,
“There are many good Bible translations in Thai, but
this book has a single goal of introducing Jesus and
Christianity to those with no Christian background.”
While Joe is busy with his work, Yumi and the kids
are happily ensconced at GIS. In 2009 when Joe and
Yumi felt God’s nudging to make Thailand a long-term
place of ministry, they say, “The fact that GIS existed
took away one obstacle in our coming here. We see
our kids are thriving spiritually and academically at
GIS, and they are well prepared for college and life.”
Yumi adds, “The teachers at Grace are hand-picked
by God, and for our kids to be taught by these people
is a privilege.” In 2010, Yumi answered the need for
an occupational therapist at GIS, a field she did not
think she would be able to work in once she left the
U.S. Yumi feels blessed to be able to help kids fill in
missing building blocks of their development.

“

Our kids could get a good education
at Grace with the Bible at its core,
woven through the life of the school,
not as an after thought.

“

Training Repurposed
Kenny and Catherine
Kenny was enjoying a fulfilling career in law
enforcement in the U.S. when he and his wife,
Catherine, felt God “changing the game” for them.
Through some twists and turns of events—as they
were seeking God for what He might have for them—
the couple was introduced to Zoe International.
They made a trip to Thailand in 2012 to investigate
for themselves how it might work for them to join
Zoe’s important work here. Zoe’s mission of reaching
people with the love of God and rescuing children
from human traﬃcking resonated with the couple.

“Our kids could get a good education at Grace with
the Bible at its core, woven through the life of the
school, not as an after thought,” Kenny said. With
their kids’ needs for a good education in place, Kenny
and Catherine moved forward with plans to relocate
to Chiang Mai, arriving in 2015.

Kenny’s background as a police oﬃcer is a huge asset
to the role he has at Zoe. It’s as if God has repurposed
his training and experience to be used in new ways
and in new scenarios here in Thailand. Kenny’s knowhow holds weight, and it allows him to “support the
Kenny and Catherine were eager to serve God, but efforts of law enforcement here in Thailand.”
they also felt the weight of fulfilling the responsibility
they have to their three children—two biological As a cop, Kenny often saw people at their worst and felt
daughters (now in grades 3 and 6) and a 4-year-old the darkness associated with their actions; but he also
adopted son. Seeking out the educational options knew the joy of helping people in tough situations.
available was an important piece of their vision trip A career as a police oﬃcer can take a toll on a person
to Chiang Mai. Grace’s reputation as a great school over time. “The trauma that others experience—you
reached their ears, and, through a visit to GIS, the take on a little bit of that, too,” Kenny says. “But it
couple saw that their coming to Thailand to serve was also serves to motivate you.” Kenny and Catherine
not going to diminish their kids’ abilities in the future. are thankful that Kenny’s training and their collective
life experience are having an impact here in Thailand.

“

The Fords
Unlike many families whose children attend Grace,
Eric and Jen Ford did not move to Thailand for their
kids’ education. GIS was an unexpected bonus.
When the Fords’ team realized that what they
needed to do in their ministry arena had to be done
outside of the restrictive country where they were
living, they picked up and moved to Chiang Mai.
Jen was fulfilled homeschooling her kids; but with
all of the positive qualities she and her husband were
hearing about Grace, the Fords decided to enroll
their kids in the school. It wasn’t too long into the
school year, however, that the learning challenges
they suspected their son had began to surface.

“

When Worlds Collide

GIS is both a school that desires
to find ways to make learning
happen for kids with extra academic
and behavioral challenges, and a
school with a heart to help parents
continue in ministry.
struggles some kids have.
Jen realized she was doing the very thing that God
had for her to do next. So she went back to school
herself and is working to complete a master’s degree
in developmental psychology, focusing her studies
on the developmental challenges that children and
adolescents have.
Eventually—through Jen’s advocacy, and the testing
available through qualified teachers at Grace—Jen’s
son’s challenges were diagnosed and his needs could
be addressed.

“GIS is both a school that desires to find ways to
make learning happen for kids with extra academic
and behavioral challenges, and a school with a
heart to help parents continue in ministry,” Jen said.
“Because GIS has been able and willing to offer our
son specific accommodations that work with his
limitations, our family feels supported and we are
Without a clear understanding of why her son able to continue to pursue the things God has called
was struggling, Jen began to educate herself and us to.”
to advocate for her son. As she sought a diagnosis
for her own child, she learned about advocating for As Jen finishes up her degree, she hopes that what
kids who struggle with learning. She discovered she she has learned will not only help her own kids, but
enjoyed finding answers to the puzzling learning also others’ kids in the future.
Some time before this, Jen had sensed the Lord had
something new on the horizon for her—just what,
though, she wasn’t sure. It was then that her son’s
needs came to the forefront. His world and hers
collided.

The Bloks
Listening to New Zealanders Greg and Rosie Blok
recount their journey in missions, one gets the sense
they are not the type of people who back down from
a challenge. Their long-term plan was always to work
in a rural area for a people without the Bible in their
own language. They landed in Chiang Mai in 2008
and enrolled their two kids—Thomas and Xanthe—
in GIS, thus freeing the Bloks up to study Thai and
commence training in Bible translation. Settling into
a neighborhood with other GIS families, the kids
made friends quickly.
In 2011, the Bloks were introduced to the Bui*, an
animistic people group living in a village south of
Chiang Mai. Greg and Rosie believed God was leading
them to start a project to translate the Bible into the
Bui language. Having heard stories of missionary kids
becoming disconnected from their families when
sent to boarding schools, Greg and Rosie determined
their children would stay with them. Thomas—an
introvert—was content in the village, but Xanthe—
an extrovert—found it increasingly diﬃcult. She
greatly missed her many friends at Grace.

“

The Blessing of
Community

“

With their kids’ needs taken care
of, Greg and Rosie have been able
to focus on their work. The Bloks’
team has produced 50 oral Bible
stories to be made available on a
phone app by June of this year.

their call to the Bui people. A family in the GIS
community—fellow members of Wycliffe—offered
for Xanthe to board with them. After settling Thomas
into university in New Zealand in 2014, Greg and
Rosie returned to their village work, while Xanthe
continued her studies at GIS, living with several
welcoming families over her years at Grace.
With their kids’ needs taken care of, Greg and Rosie
have been able to focus on their work. The Bloks’
team has produced 50 oral Bible stories to be made
available on a phone app by June of this year. They
have also developed a Bui alphabet, in order start a
written translation of the Bible in the coming years.
God is slowly building His church among the Bui
with a new family becoming Christians in January of
this year.

Greg and Rosie are very grateful for the blessing the
GIS community has been to them. Parents have
filled in some of the gaps—attending Xanthe’s school
events in their stead—so they can continue to do
their work. In hindsight, they see how the boarding
experiences have shaped Xanthe positively, making
After her first year in the village, Xanthe was desperate possible an easier transition to life after GIS.
to return to GIS. Greg and Rosie wondered how
they could meet Xanthe’s needs while also fulfilling *a pseudonym

“

Tim and Lisa
In 1979, Bill Bright, the founder of Cru, released a
biblically accurate film of Jesus in English. Known
as The Jesus Film, it depicts Jesus’ life, ministry, and
death from the Gospel of Luke. Bright then created
The Jesus Film Project to distribute the film in every
language, so that all peoples could see, hear and
understand the story of Jesus. To date, the film has
been translated into 1700 languages, and just last
year was viewed 107 million times.
GIS teachers and parents, Tim and Lisa C, have
been serving with The Jesus Film Project for the past
15 years, many of those years in the US. When the
organization built a studio in Chiang Mai for closer
proximity to their projects in Southeast Asia, the C
family moved to Thailand six years ago.
These days, the focus of the work is on recording the
smaller, oral language groups. In the past 14 months,
Tim has helped record 18 languages in the Philippines,
Vietnam and Myanmar. From start to finish, a film
project can take two to three years. Working with
missionaries and their translation partners, the film’s
script is translated, voice actors are identified, the
script is recorded, and the recording is edited. Tim
travels with a portable studio, using articles at hand

“

Artistic Endeavors

With musical gifts and experience
in their backgrounds, Tim says
leading the choir has allowed
them “to revisit an old part of our
life that we didn’t think we would
get to do again.

to dampen sound as he records. Then he cleans up
the recording by doing lip sync and subtitles, even
editing out chicken noises in the background.
Since Lisa had been homeschooling the couple’s
three daughters, she continued in that vein when the
family moved to Thailand. She also took advantage
of GIS’ Extension Services Department (ESD) for
homeschooling families. When their oldest daughter
was on the verge of 9th grade, however, Tim and Lisa
could see that she needed to be in a more structured
environment with peers, so they enrolled her fulltime in GIS. Eventually, their other daughters began
attending Grace, too. The sports teams, choir and art
are especially important opportunities for the girls.
In addition to their full-time jobs, Tim and Lisa
accepted the role of leading the high school choir
at GIS this school year. With musical gifts and
experience in their backgrounds, Tim says leading the
choir has allowed them “to revisit an old part of our
life that we didn’t think we would get to do again.” It
has been a new challenge—a very busy sabbatical, in
a way—as well as a refreshing opportunity to get to
know their kids’ friends and other missionaries.

What makes Grace International School a special place? The people!
Grace is made up of teachers, staff, and school aides who are passionate
about educating the minds and hearts of young people.
If you are interested in being a part of our team, we are looking for likeminded people with a heart to serve.
For more information about our current job openings, go to
gisthailand.org and click on “Serve at Grace” to find out which area of
service might be the best fit for you! Or, write to us at
recruit@gisthailand.org.

A special thanks to Kristin Froelich who has been an
amazing writer, interviewer and editor for these stories.
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