Sports
Leadership 2
GRACE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

“This class is more than just a class. It is a commitment to
constantly be an ambassador of Christ and to always set an
example for those watching.”
- Kelly Tang
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What is Sports
Leadership 2?
At Grace International School, our mission is: “Equipping students to influence
the world for Christ.” We do this by centering our education around bettering, maintaining
and improving our world at all levels of influence. Sports Leadership 2 (SL2) is no
exception to this purposeful cause.
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SL2 is a course available for seniors at Grace that mirrors Christ’s teaching on
discipleship. This course provides opportunities for them to discover and practice their
God-given skills and abilities through teaching and leading ministry trips to the local
community as well as refugee camps and mountain villages. Our SL2 students not only
lead off-campus outreaches, but they also disciple the younger students on campus as
well.They are involved in student council, leading worship in chapel, and some even host
Bible studies outside of school hours.
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“Sports Leadership is a class that
uses sports as a platform to train
and grow leaders who desire
to empower and transform their
community for Christ.”
- Katelyn Shockey
Class of 2010
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In Sports Leadership, we’re able to
have God as the main focus and put
that into practical use while travelling
and making lasting impacts.
- Ethan Yeong
Class of 2019

“Sports Leadership 2 is a class GIS
offers that goes beyond the four
corners of the classroom as it teaches
students people skills, such as:
leadership, servant-hood, humility,
and a love for others. We apply this in
our SL2 team as we work together to
share God’s love to the refugees and
schools that we go to.”
- Jochebed Burias
Class of 2016
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Local Outreach
Every week, Sports Leadership 2 is involved with local Thai schools
throughout Chiang Mai. They spend class time creating lesson plans that
integrate teaching English with various sporting activities, which make learning
fun for the local Thai students. These weekly outreaches help our school develop
a lasting relationship with the local community, as well as give our sports leaders
a chance to do practical Christian ministry on a weekly basis. The skills and
lessons learned not only help our students develop character, but it also prepares
them for God’s calling in the future.

“Weekly Thai school visits may seem
like a side dish compared to our
weekend ministry trips to the villages
and cities of Thailand, but they are the
back bone of service for the class. It’s a
consistent way to keep students honed
in on the daily service for Christ.”
- Julian Miller
Class of 2011

“I love Sports Leadership 2 because
it gives me a chance to use sports,
which I love, for ministry.”
- Jonathan Shin
Class of 2013

“I like going to Thai schools every
week because it gives me and the
other Sports Leaders the chance to
bring a smile to the kid’s faces by
playing games, teaching English,
and showing God’s love to them.”
- Beth Ann Anderson
Class of 2019
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Border Outreach
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“God is good. It didn’t go perfectly, but God
worked through us to reach out to the kids.”
- Andrew Cho
Class of 2013
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In the midst of planning and going to local Thai schools every week, the sports
leaders also plan for their bigger trips that take place throughout the year. Each year the
students go on three weekend outreach trips. Two of the three trips are in rural areas
and villages at the border of Thailand.
These weekends start off with a 7-9 hour car ride, depending on the destination,
and end on a Sunday evening. It is spent living amongst the villagers and refugees -eating what they have graciously cooked, sleeping on concrete floors and bamboo mats,
and playing in the freezing cold and blistering heat. In the short but impactful 48 hours
spent with their new friends, our sports leaders are able to put what they’ve planned
into action. These plans range from tug-o-war to parachute games, entertaining skits to
Twister, chair ball to face paint, arts and crafts and so much more.
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Our students also take this
opportunity to teach the kids fun
songs like “Making Melodies” and
“Father Abraham,” and share the
story of Jesus with those around.
The trip usually ends with a Sunday
morning church service where our
students are given the opportunity
to lead worship and share their
testimonies. These weekend trips
are often exhausting, but they are
also impactful, life-changing and
unforgettable to many students
and alumni who have had the
opportunity to take part in them.
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“It’s so rewarding to do ministry
alongside friends who are learning
and growing in the faith with you.
We plan, organize and prepare
before the trips, but we don’t know
how it’s going to turn out. The
beauty of it is seeing everything
come together for the glory of God.”
- Butter Saowatarnpong
Class of 2012

“One memorable moment for me
was the time when we left the village
at the end of the weekend. I was
tired and exhausted and thought
the car ride back would be my down
time, but God wasn’t finished with
me yet. It was when the kids in the
back started throwing up that He
called me and Vivian to serve again
as we became mothers to five sick
children. God taught me endurance
and gave me strength and patience.”
- Jade Lewis
Class of 2013
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Bangkok Outreach

Our City Outreach trip is slightly
different than our Border Outreach trips. Here,
our Sports Leaders embark on a journey to
Bangkok, which is located in central Thailand,
where they spend the weekend with Pakistani,
Sri Lankan and Somalian refugees. In
preparation for this trip, students are briefed on
the human suffering they will witness and are
lead through tremendous amounts of prayer for
who they will be interacting with. However, just
like the Border Outreach trips, once they arrive,
students are given full control of the ministry.
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The day starts off similarly to
any other trip - full of activities that
the Sports Leaders have prepared
and delicious food that the refugees
have made from their home
countries. After a fun and tiring day,
everyone gathers around and are
given the opportunity to share and
listen to each other’s stories. Here
students get the chance to connect
with fellow Christians who have had
to undergo suffering for what they
believe. This trip is heartbreaking
yet encouraging as students are
able to witness God’s glory through
these powerful stories.
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How
has SL2
Impacted
Your Life?

“I want to always live my life
like we did in SL2.”
- Bethany Cummins
Class of 2013
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“SL2 has impacted my life
astronomically!! I have been told my
whole life I am a leader, but I needed
direction and guidance on servant
leadership. I had to learn to follow with
the love of Christ. I learned flexibility,
patience, forgiveness, grace, and leading
by the example Christ set for us. I use
the experiences I had through both SL1
and 2 in every aspect of my life.”
- Camille Thurston
Class of 2012

“[SL2] has allowed me to feel more
comfortable leading in situations I
am unfamiliar with. Knowing that I
can lead random games and cheers
in environments I’m completely
unfamiliar with gives me a confidence
when stepping into new leadership
and areas I’m unfamiliar with.”
- Jared Moore
Class of 2013
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“We are here in Bangkok, Thailand
because of examples in my life:
because of our God’s call, because
of my parents commitment and
pursuit, because of an excellent
Christian education at Grace, and
finally Sports Leadership giving me
the skills and equipping me for the
work while instilling a passion in my
heart to serve the least of these!”
-Katelyn Shockey
Class of 2010

“I’m so thankful GIS and SL2
implemented Jesus’ teaching of helping
those in need as a necessity of being
a Christian. Now, traveling to isolated
places like the Burmese refugee camps
to spend time with people there and use
my blessings to bless them is second
nature as it should be. I want to always
live my life like we did in SL2.”
- Bethany Cummins
Class of 2013
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“Taking Sports Leadership 2
impacted my life in an extremely
positive way. The amount of
life lessons learned within that
class is vast, yet they are all
important. Personally, Sports
Leadership 2 impacted me the
most by opening my eyes to the
realization that I can be a role
model to others or may already
be one, with or without knowing
it already. This is realized within
the Sports Leadership 2 class
because, whether it is teaching
English to local Thai kids, hosting
sport camps for children near
the borders, or playing sports
with refugees, these children
are constantly watching your
actions and behavior because
you are their role model. Through
Sports Leadership 2, I now am
aware that wherever I go people
are watching my actions and
behaviors and can impact their
lives and characteristics simply by
the way I choose to live.”
- Ryan Flaa (Class of 2018)

24

“Sports leadership two opened my eyes to see how simple it is to attach ministry to
anything we are doing. It also showed me the importance of meeting the physical
needs of people along with their spiritual needs. These concepts have gone with me
into the rest of my life and have altered the way I view my job, teaching, and how I
can meet not only the physical and academic needs of my students, but how I can
also infuse the love of Jesus into all of my interactions as well.”
- Allison Krysl (Class of 2013)

25

26

27

28

www.gisthailand.org

