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Is there life after GIS? What next?
One of the most important decisions students and parents make is the next step after graduating
from high school. In fact, you have already been making that decision! The courses you select, extracurricular activities you join and plans during school breaks all prepare
College or University?
you for life after high school. Although college or university isn’t for
everyone, at least everyone should consider it. In the world we live in
The term college or
university has different
today, a post high school degree opens up many, many opportunities!
This handbook is provided to help in the decision making,
application and preparation process to attend college or university. But be
warned, there is more to this than one manual can hold! This is a resource
but you will need to use an array of resources on this journey.
A word to parents

meanings in different
countries. In this handbook
the term college will be
synonymous with university
to mean higher education
after high school. See the
Appendix for more
clarification.

How did it come so quickly? They were only in 7th grade not long
ago! This may be your first child to head to college or the fifth but it is never easy. As you walk
through this process remember…it is their future. Here are a few hints from parents who have been
there:
 You are a team working together so resist the temptation to do it all for them.
 Let them fill out applications, make contact and follow up problems.
 Plan ahead! Be aware of deadlines.
 Be supportive because it can seem overwhelming to them.
 Pray! Pray! Pray!
A word to students
It’s time to take charge! Ultimately, YOU are the one who will attend classes, write papers,
study for exams and choose how to use your time. If Mom fills out applications or Dad does all the
emails you will be clueless when you step on campus! You can partner with parents, teachers,
counselors, pastors and whoever else but you should take the lead. It is your future!! Colleges consider
the application is coming from YOU.
A word from the Academic Counselor
The Counseling department is one of many resources. We are excited to partner with you. But
we cannot know it or do it all for you. Our expectation is that parents and students are taking the lead in
talking about, researching and applying to colleges. What are the resources we provide?
 College Handbook (your holding it right now)
 “Welcome to High School!” orientation (at the end of 8th grade)
 College Orientation for students
 College Night for parents
 S.O.S. (Seniors on a Search)
 Choosing a College worksheet
 Lifekeys program (11th grade)
 College Fairs and representatives
 Individual appointments
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What do I have to do to graduate?!
That is a great question. The Appendix has the GIS graduation tracks and
requirements. Graduation is based on accruing a certain number of “credits” in
different fields of study, for example English or Math. A credit is based on the number of hours of
instruction as defined by the Carnegie credit. A Carnegie credit is generally 180 hours of instruction for
which a student receives 1.0 credit. Some courses are one semester and receive 0.5 credit. A credit is
like money in your school “bank”. When you reach a certain minimum you qualify for graduation. But,
there is a better question….
Graduating from high school isn’t that hard. But you want to look farther down the road. Where
do you want to go after high school? For many it is college. Now, college isn’t for
everybody but everybody should at least consider college! In the world today a college
education opens so many more opportunities than just a high school diploma.

A better question is: what does a college look for from a high school education? Then
use Grace as a foundation from which to launch to the next step. That is often more than
the minimum needed for graduation. In other words, start with the end in mind.

So, what do colleges look for? That depends a lot on where you will attend college. Each
GRACE

country is different. And within a country, each university can have different
requirements. But the bottom line is they want to know if you are ready for more
advanced studies….meaning, it’s going to be harder! So they want to see a student’s
courses increase in difficulty through their high school years.
Most colleges consider:
o How rigorous a schedule a student takes in
high school
o Grades received in courses
o Standardized Test scores

What is a rigorous schedule?
 4 years of English
 3-4 years of math
 3-4 years of science
 3 years of social studies
 3 years of language
 AP & honor courses

Academic Competitiveness Grant
USA Federal Grant awarded to full
time, first- or second-year Pell-eligible
US Citizens. Students must meet
specific
rigorous
academic
requirements in areas of English, Math,
Science,
Social
Studies
and
Languages.

Course Recommendations for the Senior Year
Many students are tempted to take it easy during their senior year to avoid
the difficult courses in math and science or to forego another year of
foreign language. Colleges view favorably applications of students who
have continued to take challenging courses through the senior
year. Make sure you are meeting graduation requirements for Grace
International School AND that the courses you are taking will meet the
entrance requirements of the college of your choice.
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Steps to applying to college
Gaining admission to a college is a step-by-step process. Below is a brief description of college
admission “steps” as an overview of the entire process.

Step 4
Comparing & Deciding

Step 3
Applying

Step 2
Research & Evaluation

Step 1
Self-Assessment
The first step in the
college admissions
process involves
asking yourself some
very important
questions. Consider
you values, your
academic strengths and
weaknesses, your
goals, and your reasons
for wanting to go to
college. Your answers
will change as you
become clearer about
yourself and your
plans for the future.
This is a starting point
for further discussion
with your parents and
counselor about your
high school record and
future career plans.
Refer to the section on
“Choosing a College
Worksheet” to help
you get started.

This step involves finding
the right colleges to apply
to. Because every student
and family situation is
different it requires research
to find a good fit. Research
must be done about the
country you are interested
in going to; the application
policies and requirements;
and financial issues. Even
within a country not all
colleges are the same. So
you will need to research
and evaluate each college
and compare it to your
desires, goals and values.
Normally in this step you
seek to narrow your choices
down to a handful of
colleges that you will pally
to. How many? Again, that
is unique to each person’s
situation, goals and desires.
But you should have more
than one, maybe 5-10, that
you have identified that
meet your criteria.
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This step involves
completing your
applications in a timely
way. Organization is the
key factor in order to
keep track of deadlines.
Application deadlines
vary by college and by
country. Applying for
financial aid is a similar
but separate process in
which deadlines and
organization are equally
important.
The college admissions
process intensifies in
grade 11. The student
who methodically
prepares for university
entrance is much more
likely to make the right
choice than the student
who blindly “goes
fishing” for a college in
grade 12, having little
idea of what to do, when
to do it, or how to do it.
See the section on “The
College Application
Process” for help.

All your hard work has
paid off! Once you
have received
acceptances from the
colleges you have
applied to now you
must choose one!
You may want to make
a pro & con list or use
the chart provided to
place colleges side-byside in order to
compare them.
This step also involves
comparing the cost and
financial aid packages
offered by the colleges.
You will need to factor
in how much you can
afford.
You will also listen to
your instinct and the
guidance of the Holy
Spirit as you make
your choice. But
remember Proverbs 3:5
& 6. He will guide you
if you trust and lean on
Him. You are not alone
and it will all work
out!

Choosing a College*

There are THOUSANDS of colleges! How do I choose one?!
For most students, that is the BIG question! (Dad & Mom’s big question is
“How do we pay for it?!”) First, remember it is a process. It takes time, work and a
team to help. The choice of what colleges to apply to, however, is personal as each
student has preferences, circumstances, country of origin and goals that differ. But there
is help! Read on…..
First, it is important to:
 Start early
 Involve others
 Research

College Choice Worksheet
On the following pages you will find a “College Choice Worksheet”. There are
thousands of colleges worldwide. How do you narrow it down to a handful to apply to?
The worksheet is like a funnel with a filter. The top is large, allowing for many
possibilities, but it narrows and the filter screens out some so in the end there are only a
few left. You set the filter by your preferences and values. The worksheet will help
create that filter.
How the “filter” works: Say, for example, you like a big city. You want a college
in a large, metropolitan area. If one of your college possibilities is in a rural, country
setting, the filter screens it out as a possible choice. Only colleges in large cities would
get through.
*Challenge: correctly identify all college acronyms or where they are located (if they are named) below and
win a prize from the GIS Academic Counselor. All colleges are where a GIS graduate attended!
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Choosing a College
Name_____________________________________

Date_____/_____/_____

On a scale from 1-10, score your level of interest in going to college.

1

2

3

4

I don’t want to go

5

6

7

8

Pretty interested

9

10

I’m going to college!

The most important piece of advice in deciding a college and major follows this sentence, so please make note of it
and repeat it to yourself as often as you need while you make decisions regarding these two important steps in life.
Are you ready for it? The advice: Don't panic.

BEFORE you start, read Proverbs 3:5 & 6 and pray (seriously, don’t skip this).
The following exercises will help you explore, brainstorm and narrow college choices.

I. What do you want college to do for you?
Read the list of ten values. Think about what you want by going to college. Rank each one with 10 being highest and
1 being lowest of their value to you. Each student will rank them differently; hence there are no "right" answers.
Whereas several or even most of these values may be significant for you in one way or another, the goal is to decide
the relative importance of each.

A. To provide me with an academic challenge
B. To provide a place to figure out what I want to do
C. To provide me with lots of fun experiences
D. To prepare me to get a high paying job
E.

To provide a college education at the lowest cost

F.

To help me prepare for a ministry

G. To help me prepare for a career
H. To give me independence
I.

To provide opportunities for me to grow religiously or spiritually

J.

To provide me with a variety of new experiences & discover who I am

K. To prepare me for graduate school (e.g. veterinary, medicine, dentistry etc)
Highlight the values that you have marked with a 10, 9 or 8. List them by priority, with the first
being most important. What do your college planning values tell you about why you are going to
college?
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II’m
ccreating
m
my filter

II. Whaat is importtant to you
u in a colleg
ge?
Beg
gin by answeering some basic
b
questio
ons. Check yyour answer to each quesstion.
1. Do you want
w to go to college in…
…
o Passport country________________________
o Foreign country____
c
___________________
2.
2 What setting do you prefer?
p
o Small tow
wn
o Medium size city
o Big city
o Doesn’t matter
m
3.
3 Do you want…
w
o Rural
o Suburban
n
4.
4 If in the United
U
Statess, which areaa of the counntry…
o North Eaast
o South Eaast
o West
o Central
5. Do you want…
w
o 4 year co
ollege
o 2 year co
ommunity/jun
unior college
o Trade sch
hool
o Other___
_____________
6.
6 Do you want…
w
o Public (u
usually less eexpensive)
o Private (u
usually moree expensive))
o Doesn’t matter
m
o Depends on scholarshhip
7.
7 The size of
o the colleg
ge should be…
…
o Small (leess than 20000)
o Medium (2000-8000))
o Large (8,,000-20,000))
o Very larg
ge (20,000+))
8. Do you want
w the colleege to be…
o Religiouss
o Secular
o Doesn’t matter
m
9.
9 Do you want
w to be…
o Close to relatives
r
o Far from relatives
o Someonee I know is ggoing
o Doesn’t matter
m
10. Do you want
w to partiicipate in…
o Sports
o Fraternitiies/Sororities system
o Theater
o Study abrroad
o Other___
___________________
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WHY?

Now loo
ok what you
u have check
ked and list thhe answers tto the above questions:
1.
6.
2.
2

7.

3.
3

8.

4.
4

9.

5.

10..

These are
a your guiiding char
aracteristi
tics as you m
make a wish list of potenntial collegess.

III. Wh
hat major do I study?
Cho
oosing a majo
or, thinking ab
bout a career, getting an edducation -– thhese are the thhings college is all about.
Yess, there are so
ome students who
w know ex
xactly their maajor and careeer ambitions, but the majorrity of studen
nts
do not,
n thus theree is no need to panic aboutt a decision. A
And guess whhat? A majoriity of studentss in all colleges
and
d universities change
c
their major
m
at leastt once in theirr college careeers; and manyy change theiir major severral
timees over the co
ourse of their college careeer. However, yyou want som
me correlationn between thee colleges
you
u’re interested
d in and what you might stu
udy. Make suure to researchh the majors, minors and pprograms
offeered at each college.

I know what major I want. It is ___________________________________
o I’m und
decided, unsu
ure or just do
on’t know (tthat’s ok). C
Continue….
Write the tw
wo careers you
y researcheed for US Liiterature sem
mester 1:
1.

2.

List 10 careers//jobs that you are interessted in, and tthen researchh what majoor is necessarry for that jo
ob:
Job/Career

Major

JJob/Career

1.

6.

2.

7.

3.

8.

4.

9.

5.

10.

Major

Take this list and pllace each job
b/major in thhe chart on thhe next pagee. Square 1 w
will be your
guidin
ng majors
rs as you makke your coll ege “wish liist”.
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Higher level of interest

Lower level of interest

1

2

3

4

Have some
ability, talent or
skill; done well
in that subject in
school

Have little ability,
talent or skill;
have not done
well in that
subject

IV. Making a “wish list” of colleges

The goal now is to produce a list of colleges that you will investigate and possibly apply to. Think of
it as a funnel, it will start wide but narrow as you proceed.

1. Talk with your parents.
Discuss the guiding characteristics from section II. Ask them to make a list of possible
colleges.
2. Talk with at least one other adult (teachers, youth leader, pastor, coach, guidance
counselor).
Ask many other people for some suggestions of possible colleges. Ask how they decided
where to go and what major to choose.

3. Make your own “wish list”.
Don’t limit yourself at this point. Do research on your own!! Read books in the counselor
office, do internet searches, ask friends. Your list could have 10-20 names on it. You will
begin to narrow the list as you go. List those that others have suggested in addition to your
own research.
4. Remember, your final decision won’t come until much later, when you have visited (if
possible), applied and received any financial aid offers.
5. Use the chart below as you write down college possibilities.
Not all colleges are equal so divide them into categories: long shot, good chance and safety
net. A ‘long shot’ is a top level college with very high standards and reputation. A ‘good
chance’ is where most colleges and universities fall. They will provide a good education,
have good reputations and are fairly demanding with regards to entrance requirements. This
will be the bulk of your list. The ‘safety net’ are those that have lower entrance standards and
you are pretty assured to get in. They are a safety net in case all others you apply to fail for
some reason.
8

My College Wish List
Long Shots

Good Chances

9

Safety Nets

Now, list your guiding characteristics from section II in the left column. Write the college name
across the top. Check off, rate or make notes for each college with regards to that characteristic. The last
row is to mark guiding majors for each college. (Photocopy this page to compare more colleges as needed).
Colleges/
Guiding Characteristics

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10.

Guiding majors

List the 5 colleges that meet most of your guiding characteristics and guiding majors:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
10

The College Application Process
OK…you have narrowed your choice of colleges down to a handful
and are ready to apply. So now you’re asking….
How do I apply?
The application process will differ based on the country and
each college. You will need to do your research!!

IMPORTANT!!!!
Build a relationship with a
person in the admissions office.
Email, write or call them with
any questions. Get their name
and phone or extension number.
Don’t be afraid to contact them
as that is their job and they
WANT to help you!!

What do college admissions look for? That depends. Each country is
different. And within a country, each university can have different requirements. Most colleges
will use one or a combination of the following criteria to asses a student:
 How rigorous a schedule a student takes in high school
 Courses & grades received in courses
 G.P.A. (Grade Point Average)
 Standardized Test scores
 Extracurricular activities
Deadlines
 Essay
Make sure you meet all
application deadlines. In
 Interview
Steps in Applying for College
First Step: Submitting an Application
Second Step: Providing documents
Third Step: Interview(possible but rare)
Fourth Step: Offers by the college
Fifth Step: Decision to accept or reject offers

most cases, you need to
have
a
completed
application file by the
deadline, which means
that all documents must
be turned in by that date.
Applications postmarked
by the deadline may be
OK, but you will want to
contact a school to find
out what their policy is.

First Step: Submitting an Application
The Application
The application is composed of several parts: a general application form,
transcripts, standardized test scores, essays, letters of recommendation and a
possible interview. A student’s application file is not complete until all documents
required by the college are received. All documents don’t have to arrive at the same
time. The application opens a file in the admissions office and as documents arrive
they will be placed in that applicant’s file.
Most colleges now have online applications. Check to see if the college has a
college specific application or if you can use a common application or an
application center that relays the application to the university. An application fee
is usually required for each application, and this is not refundable even if your
application is rejected. Some colleges may wave the application fee if the
application is submitted online or by a certain, early deadline.
The general application form serves the purpose of identifying the student
to the college (name, address, high school, etc.). If you do download and
fill out the application, make sure it is clearly written and legible.
11

Plan
Ahea
d

The Appendix has a sample of The Common Application. If you fill one out save it
as most applications ask for the same information.

When

It is advisable to start the application as soon as possible after your return to school
at the beginning of your senior year or during the summer preceding your senior
year. The complete application takes a lot of time!!

Second Step: Providing documents
Colleges will require additional documents in addition to complete the application.
The Transcript:
This is an official record of courses taken, grades and credit earned usually in
grades 9-12. They are sent directly to the college from GIS. Colleges may only
require up to the 11th year grades for the application. Some will request a mid-year
transcript which is the first semester grades of the senior year. All colleges will
need a final transcript after you graduate.
See the Appendix on “GIS Transcript Information.”
Standardized Test Scores:
SAT, ACT, AP, TOEFL. These are sent directly to colleges if students so request
when they take the exam. Colleges only accept scores reported to them through the
testing agency but sometimes will accept them on the high school’s official
transcript. Check with the college if they will accept them on a transcript.
Most all colleges in the U.S. will accept either
the ACT or SAT so the decision on which to
take is up to the student. Internationally the
SAT is better known and accepted. Again, do
your research to see what the university’s
requirements are.
See the Appendix on Standardized Tests.

Make copies of everything you send
for your records. Consider mailing
registered or certified mail to insure
delivery if they cannot be done online.
You may start the application process
even if you don’t have all the elements
listed above. Start with the application
to open a file for you at that school.

Letters of recommendation:
Some colleges request that classroom teachers or the Counselor assess an
applicant’s ability. Some will require a counselor or teacher recommendation form.
If a college does not supply a form simply ask for a letter of recommendation.
Give your teacher at least three weeks to write the letter and supply them with an
envelope to mail the letter directly to the college or have them give the letter to the
counselor to be mailed. Recommendations may be required from others such as
community leaders, pastor or coaches.
See the Appendix on Recommendation letters.
The College Essay
Some colleges require an essay or testimony as the admission application process.
See the Appendix on Writing a College Essay.
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Class Rank
GIS policy does not provide class rank. This is not
uncommon. The reason is that with small class
sizes and high academic achievement, class rank
does not accurately reflect student performance or
ability.

Third Step: Interview
Not every college requires an interview: it may be mandatory, optional or not
offered at all. Most college interview questions are meant to help you and the
interviewer find out if the college is a good match for you. Rarely will you get a
question that puts you on the spot or tries to make you feel stupid. Remember, the
college is trying to make a good impression too. Use the interview to show off your
personality in ways that aren't possible on the application. Do prepare ahead of
time!
See the Appendix on College Interviews

Fourth Step: Acceptance and offers by the college
You’ve done the hard work. But now waiting can be even harder! Depending on the
college and type of admissions you will receive an email or letter either accepting
you or not.
Included with the acceptance letter will usually be a package of financial aid and
instructions on how to accept the offer and steps to securing a place in the freshman
class, housing and choosing courses. For international students there will be
instructions on obtaining a visa
Types of college admissions:
Rolling admissions: This is an admission process wherein the student
applies and is notified of the decision of the admissions committee as soon
as the application has been processed. Applicants are accepted until the class
is full and is “first-come first-served”.
Selective admissions: Students apply by a deadline. Applications received
by the deadline are processed and notification sent by a determined date.
Early decision: This is an option designed for the students who are sure of
the college they will attend if admitted. Application is made by early to
mid-November of the senior year and the student is required (1) to apply
only to the one institution or (2) to certify that the institution is his/her first
choice and that, upon acceptance, applications to all other institutions will
be withdrawn. Students are usually notified of acceptance about midDecember to January 1st. Check with the college to determine exact
requirements of that school for early decision candidates.
See The Common Application Early Decision Agreement in Appendix.
Early Action: Similar to early decision except that you do not have to
withdraw your applications from other schools if you are accepted.
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Delayed entrance: Some colleges offer their applicants the option of
applying for admission for the fall following their senior year, and, if they
are accepted, deferring college entrance until the following year. Students
interested in this option should check with the college about specific
requirements.
See Appendix on Studying in the USA and Visa information.

Fifth Step: Decision to accept or reject offers
The real hard part is now deciding. Which ONE
college will you say “YES!” to? You need to
communicate with each college that accepts you
about your decision. It is important to let
colleges that you are not choosing know you are
declining their offer. There is often a deposit
that is required with the college you are
choosing to accept.

You are working with several different
offices in the whole college process.
They are:
Admissions
Financial Aid
Housing
The initial contact is with Admissions.
After you have been accepted you will
work with the Office of Financial Aid.
Once you have accepted the offer, you
will work with Housing.

Be careful to read the financial aid package offer
and which aid you are accepting or not.
See the section on Finances and Financial Aid.

Deadlines
It’s called a “deadline” because if you miss the date….you’re dead!
This cannot be emphasized enough. Many of the steps in applying,
accepting, attending and financial aid have deadlines. Colleges have
enough applicants that if you don’t get it in on time, they will replace
you.
It’s harsh but it’s reality.
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Finances
Ok...now the really, really, really

BIG question: how do you pay for college?

And that brings up many more questions. Let’s see if we can answer some….
Some may ask: With college costs so high, as well as the rising cost of living in general, shouldn’t I
just look for the least expensive alternative?
Not necessarily. Expensive colleges often have more financial aid
to help families bridge the gap between the costs and what they can
afford to pay. Match your interests with colleges’ programs first,
and then see if you can find a way to pay for your first choice.
How much WILL it cost?
Most colleges don’t accept students based on whether the student
can afford the tuition costs. Many schools use “blind admissions
policies,” whereby a student is accepted on academic merits alone,
and only after acceptance is the financial situation considered.

Remember!!
Proverbs 3:5 & 6

Trust in the LORD with
all your heart
and lean not on your
own understanding;
in all your ways submit to
Him,
and He will make your
paths straight.

Though it would be great to know how much financial aid you will qualify for before you
apply to a given school, it doesn’t work that way. Colleges have enough work to do
processing financial aid packages for students who are already attending the school without
having to determine what every applicant (who may not be accepted) would be eligible to
receive. So the process is that you receive your acceptance first and then work with the
college on financial issues second.
What is called “The Cost of Attendance” will be based on:
 Tuition
 Room & board (housing)
 Books & supplies
 Miscellaneous fees or costs
These can range from clothes, a computer, cell phone to a car! Every family’s
situation will be different but it is good to think through all the details of
moving to college and the costs involved in each step of the process. Also,
don’t forget travel costs-both in going and coming back to visit!

Where will the money come from?
Most people can’t pay the whole amount for college so some form of financial aid is
necessary. Again, do your research about your countries’ financial aid policies.
Sources to pay for college usually come from:
 Parents & family
 Financial Aid (Scholarships)
 Loans
 Work
15

It is a combination
of all sources that
is necessary to
meet the cost of
college today.

Financial Need is based on the difference between the Cost of Attendance minus a family’s
financial ability to contribute (in the USA this is referred to as the EFC-Expected Family
Contribution).
What types of financial aid are there?
Financial aid is monetary help offered to individuals though government agencies, individual
schools, or other sources. There are several types of aid available to students.
Grants & Scholarships
Sometimes these are called “gift aid” because you don’t have to repay them or work
to earn them. There are two categories: grants and scholarships.
Grants are usually awarded on the basis of financial need alone. Typically the
government offers grants of money to students who fall in the lower brackets of
income level.
A scholarship is an award based on academic performance, talent (such as music,
drama, or athletics). It may have certain requirements, but you do not need to pay it
back.
College specific Scholarships
Almost all schools offer some sort of scholarship to their students. These scholarships
are based on a number of factors including your incoming GPA, test scores, or your
athletic or artistic contributions. Some require that students apply for individual
scholarships while others are automatically given. The amount of these awards
varies; some are worth a few hundred dollars while others cover the entire tuition and
living expenses of the student for the duration of their education.
Many scholarships require the student to meet certain requirements like number of
credits taken, a minimum GPA or participation in activities. Some are automatically
renewed for the next year if requirements are met (like a minimum GPA for an
academic scholarship).
Private (outside) Scholarships
There are thousands of private organizations outside of the college that offer
scholarships to students. The qualifications are too varied to list. Some organizations
offer scholarships to the winners of contests they facilitate. Others are looking for
people who fit particular standards (i.e. people with a certain last name, a particular
nationality, or a certain field of study). Be very careful as many sites require a fee
and don’t do much more than a free service. If it sounds too good to be true...it
probably is!

Loans
Loans are borrowed money and must be paid back, usually with interest. Loans can
be made from the government or private institutions.
Work
Money for college can come from government sponsered jobs or private jobs to help
pay for college. Some colleges will allow repayment of college loans or the cost.
To find out about specific scholarships you should look at the college’s
website under Financial Aid or contact the Financial Aid office.
16

Understanding Financial Aid
In the USA
The whole realm of college costs and financial aid can feel like a labyrinth. But don’t despair! This
section will help navigate the labyrinth to arrive at some understanding of financial aid. Please
understand that this is an overview and there are many good resources on the web to help with more
specific questions or situations.

THEY ARE GOLD!!
Make friends with someone in the Financial Aid office of the college you
have applied to or have chosen. Find someone you trust and is helpful.
They are there to help you. Ask their name and record their email address,
phone number and extension.
Be gracious but mine the gold field!!!

Cost of Attendance
The cost of attending college depends on each student’s situation. It depends on everything from
new clothes to a possible car! But from the college’s perspective they calculate the cost of
attendance (COA) based their estimate of how much money will be required to attend school for one
year at their college, including all reasonable expenses. It usually includes:
Fees
 Tuition
Fees
can
include
 Fees
computer
services,
 Room & Board
Personal Expenses
student services,
 Books & Supplies
This includes but not
insurance,
parking,
 Personal expenses
limited to clothes,
computer, cell phone
service, laundry basket,
backpack, pens/pencils,
notebooks, sheets,
towels, blankets,
transportation….
THINK DETAILS!!!

Most families cannot pay the full price
tag so financial aid is needed. The
college and government determine
financial need based on the COA minus
what the family can contribute (EFC).
The difference is need.

labs, athletic, library,
orientation, etc.

COA-EFC=Financial Need
Example:
Private College
Family 1 Family 2
Cost of Attendance
$35,000 $35,000
Expected Family Contribution $6,000
$2,000
Financial Need

$29,000

$33,000
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State-Supported College
Family 1 Family 2
$15,000
$15,000
$6,000
$2,000
$9000

$13,000

Expected Family Contribution (EFC)
The Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is a measure of a
family’s financial strength and is calculated according to a
formula established by the US government. A family's taxed
and untaxed income, assets, and benefits (such as
unemployment or Social Security) are all considered in the
formula. Also considered are family size and the number of
family members who will attend college or career school
during the year. Colleges use the EFC to determine your
federal student aid eligibility and financial aid award.

EFC Info…
Assets usually are excluded from the
EFC calculation for those with an
adjusted gross income below
$50,000. When assets are taken into
account, the EFC formula provides
an asset protection allowance
according to age and marital status.
The typical family receives an asset
protection allowance of $45,000.
This amount is subtracted from the
parents' total net worth of assets and,
of the remainder, only 12 percent is
considered available assets for
education expenses.

Your EFC is not the amount of money your family will have
to pay for college nor is it the amount of federal student aid
you will receive. It is a number used by your school to calculate the amount of federal student aid
you are eligible to receive. There are many EFC calculators on the web.

The EFC is determined by filing out the FAFSA.
What is the FAFSA?
The Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) is the form
the U.S. Department of Education
requires to determine your
Expected Family Contribution
(EFC). The government conducts a
“need analysis” based on financial
information which you (and your
parents if you are a dependent
student) will be asked to provide.
Your application is examined by a federal processor and the results are sent by computer to the
financial aid offices of the colleges you have chosen. Every US citizen student who wants to receive
financial aid MUST fill out the FAFSA.
The FAFSA is the application most colleges use to determine
eligibility for federal, state, and college-sponsored financial aid,
including grants, educational loans, and work-study programs. Some
colleges also require the PROFILE, a service of the College Board,
anon-profit association (they’re the folks who administer the PSAT,
SAT and AP exams). The FAFSA is for any federal aid and the
PROFILE is for non-federal aid.
See the Appendices on the FAFSA Checklist of Documents Needed.
Quick Points about FAFSA:
 It is free
 It is best done via the internet
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The FAFSA is filled out from
the student’s perspective!
When it refers to “I”, “You” or
“Your” it means the student.
But parent info is needed.

FAFSA PIN
May be obtained
before January 1.
It’s good for 10
years. Apply at the
FAFSA website!

 Both student & parent will need a PIN (used for electronically signing). Both must
sign.
 Submit the FAFSA as soon as possible after January 1of the year for which you are
applying for aid
 It must be renewed each year
 Even if your taxes aren’t complete you can estimate your income on previous year’s
taxes
Really helpful!

FAFSA4Caster
The FAFSA4Caster is an official online tool of the Dept. of Education provided to assist
students and families get a head start on the financial aid process. It provides an early estimate
of eligibility for federal student aid by instantly calculating an estimated Expected Family
Contribution (EFC). It allows you to try different financial scenarios and see the impact on
your EFC. It’s free!!! Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov or do a Google search of fasfa4caster.
But remember….it only provides an estimate. In order to apply for federal student aid you
must fill out a FAFSA

Don't Pay for the FAFSA

Several Web sites offer help filing the FAFSA
for a fee. These sites are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the U.S. Department of Education.
Do not pay for assistance that is provided free
elsewhere. Remember it’s FREE Application for
Federal Student Aid. The official FAFSA is at
www.fafsa.gov

What is a SAR?
SAR stands for Student Aid Report. A Student Aid Report (SAR) is a document you will
receive after your FAFSA is processed. Your SAR will list all of the answers you provided on the
FAFSA. You should review these answers carefully to make sure they are correct. If you need to
make any changes, you can do so on the website.
The SAR will also contain your EFC (Expected
Family Contribution), which measures your
family's financial strength, and is used to
determine your eligibility for federal student aid
during one school year. Your school will use this
number to decide how much financial aid you are
eligible to receive based on the school's cost of
attendance.
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If your report has been selected for verification,
page one of the SAR will have a message that
states, "You will be asked by your school(s) to
provide copies of certain financial documents."
This means that you will be expected to
provide supporting documentation for the
information on your FAFSA. Instructions on
the SAR explain how to do this.

Typess of financcial aid
Grants
A grant is money
m
that iss given based on financiial need. Most grants aree given by thhe federal
and state go
overnments. Grants do not
n need to bee repaid. Thhe federal goovernment offers:
PEL
LL Grants
The Fedeeral Pell Gran
nt is the most ccommon. Thiis grant is bassed entirely onn financial
need. Eveery student atttending an acccredited college who has not yet earned a
bachelor's degree is eligible.

FSE
EOG (Federaal Supplemen
ntal Educatioonal Opporttunity Grant))
The FSEO
OG is offered
d to students w
with the mostt financial neeed. Students aare not
automaticcally eligible as with the P
Pell Grant. Thhe amount offe
fered is based on
financial need as well as funding avvailable and ffinancial aid ppolicies at inddividual
schools.

ACG
G (Academic Competitiv
ve Grant)
The ACG
G is available for first and ssecond year sstudents who are also receiiving a
Federal Pell
P Grant. Firrst year studennts must havee completed a qualifying hhigh school
rigorous program.
p
Seccond year studdents must haave maintaineed a grade poiint average
of at leastt 3.0 on a 4.0 scale in the ffirst year of college study.

SMA
ART
The Natio
onal SMART
T Grant is offeered to third aand fourth yeaar students m
majoring in
specific subjects.
s
Stud
dents must be eligible for a Pell Grant ass well as havee
maintaineed a 3.0 gradee point averagge.

TEA
ACH
The TEA
ACH Grant is available for both undergrrad and graduuate students eenrolled in
courses th
hat will lead to
t teaching poositions at eleementary and secondary scchools.
Recipientts must sign an
a agreement to teach for ffour years at a school in a tteacher
shortage area that serv
ves low-incom
me families.

Ressearch speccific states for State ggrants.
Scholarship
ps
Scholarship
ps is money that
t is given
n based primaarily on
merit, that is,
i athletic ab
bility, academ
mic achieve ment, musicc,
art, leadersh
hip or other talent.
t
They
y don’t needd to be repaidd.
They may be
b sponsored
d by the scho
ool, endowedd by an
individual or
o sponsored
d by a corporration. Mostt scholarshipps
are provided by the collleges themseelves. (As a rule, privatee
ward more scholarships th
han public ccolleges.)
colleges aw
Some schollarships are automaticall
a
ly renewablee, usually
based on maintaining so
ome criteria,, like a 3.0 G
GPA. Others
may be for a set period of time or only for a cerrtain grade
level, like freshman
fr
or juniors
j
and seniors.
s
Otheers require
you apply every
e
year.
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Some
scholarshiips
are
“stackkable” while some are
not. Stackable meanns that you
can staack them on toop of other
scholaarships.
Nonn-stackable
meanss you can’t staack or add
them tto other scholarrships.

Outsidee scholarship
ps are those that are not from the colllege itself aand must be rreported to tthe
financial aid office. Although you
y may hav
ve heard thatt “millions of scholarship
ip dollars goo
unclaim
med every yeear” it is verry difficult to
o find and m
meet the uniqque requirem
ments.

Loans
An education
n loan is a forrm of financiaal aid that muust be repaid, with interest.. Loans are eiither
subsidized or unsubsidizeed, depending
g on financial need. If a loaan is subsidizeed, the federaal
government pays the interrest while thee student is ennrolled at leasst half-time inn college or iss in a
deferment orr grace period
d.
They come in
i three catego
ories:
 Student loans (Stafford
d or Perkins lloans)
 Parent loaans (PLUS lo
oans)
 Private sttudent loans
Staff
fford Loans arre either Fedeeral Family Edducation Loanns (FFELs) oor William D. Ford
Fedeeral Direct Lo
oans (Direct Loans).
L
Collegge loans in thhe Stafford fam
mily are for sstudents.
Direect Loans are funded by thee governmentt and FFELs aare funded byy banks and oother private
lend
ders. The choice of FFEL or
o Direct is upp to the schoool, not the studdent. Howeveer, both
prog
grams are virtu
ually identicaal as far as eliigibility and aamounts availlable, but the repayment
term
ms may differ.
Fedeeral Perkins Loans
L
are avaiilable at somee, but not all, colleges. Eliggibility is bassed on
finan
ncial need, an
nd each indiviidual school ddetermines hoow funds are tto be allocateed. Perkins
loan
ns may be giveen to both und
dergraduate aand graduate sstudents. Theere is no crediit history
requ
uirement and loans
l
are repaaid directly too the college.
PLU
US Loans are also
a either Diirect Loans orr FEFLs, but they can be bborrowed by pparents of
depeendent studen
nts.
Wheen governmen
nt college loan
ns aren't enouugh to pay thee full cost of aattending schhool, private
loan
ns are availablle through ban
nks or lendingg institutions.

Work Study
y
Work Study
S
is a finaancial aid pro
ogram that alllows an underrgraduate or ggraduate student to work
on-cam
mpus or with approved
a
off--campus emplloyers to earnn money to paay for collegee expenses.
Work Study
S
is not a grant (you must
m work to eearn it), and itt is not a loann (you don't have to
repay it).
i
You must
m submit th
he FAFSA (an
nd possibly otther financial aid documennts required byy your
school)) to determinee your eligibility. Be sure tto mark "yes"" to the questiion on the FA
AFSA that
asks if you are interested in studeent employmeent. If you aree eligible, youur Work-Studdy award
will bee listed on you
ur financial aiid award packkage. The mooney you earnn through this program is
not useed to determin
ne your financcial need.
Check with your college's Financcial Aid Officce to get a listt of available Work-Study jobs.

OK, yo
ou’ve applied
d, waited, (sw
weated) and
d now you reeceive a packkage of inforrmation from
m the
collegees you have applied
a
to. Either
E
they will
w say, “Sorrry, you are a great kid bbut…” basically a no.
But mo
ost of your co
olleges will say “Yes! You
Y have beeen accepted!”
With itt comes a Fin
nancial Aid Package.
P
Reead on…….
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Financial Aid package
Once the paperwork is complete, each college's financial aid office will put
together a financial aid package comprised of federal and non-federal aid such as
loans, grants, scholarship money, or a work-study program to help meet your
needs.
It's difficult to estimate exactly how much financial aid you will receive because
educational costs vary from college to college, and different colleges participate in different financial
aid programs and have varying amounts of grant money to award. But each college's financial aid
office will do its best to make up the gap between your EFC and the cost of attending that college.
Each will outline the types and amount of financial assistance that college is offering for that year.
When you receive the award package, be sure to compare the aid packages offered by the different
colleges; even though one college may appear less expensive, it may not contain the best deal for
you.
Use the College
Comparison Worksheet
provided in the Appendices.

You will want to….
1 Read it carefully





It will be detailed
Many colleges pledge to cover 100 percent of a student’s calculated financial need.
But look closely at the types of financial aid you’ve been awarded, and you may find
that these schools are covering part or all of your financial need with student loans
that you’ll need to repay
Each college’s package will look different so be careful to understand what they are
offering

2 Compare it to other offers
o
o
o

o

Because they will differ make sure you are comparing “apples-to-apples”
Compare the effects of scholarship to other aid
Compare like terms. Families should make sure that the cost of
attendance is the same for each school before comparing. Some schools
may not include transportation or personal costs in their estimated cost of
attendance.
What is renewable and what is for one year

3 Accept
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You can accept part and decline other parts of the
package
Communicate with a financial aid officer to learn if
there is more available
Be very careful of deadlines!!!!
If you’ve ruled out a school, let them know as early
as possible so they can give your spot, and your
college aid, to another deserving student

College or University
Which Is It?
The term “college” or “university” varies in definition depending on the
country.
In the US, there is very little difference academically between a "college"
and a "university". In the U.S. the terms are synonymous while other
countries use "college" to refer to some secondary schools, but "university" is always used to mean
an institution of tertiary education and higher learning. Universities are usually larger and often
contain multiple "colleges" within them. However, some of the top-ranked schools in the US have a
name including "college" (ex. Dartmouth College). In other parts of the English-speaking world, the
term "university" equates to the US use of "college" and the term "college" refers more to a trade or
vocational school.
Community Colleges are college very different than a university because a community college can't
offer a 4 year degree (i.e. a B.A. or a B.S.). Community colleges can offer trade and technical
certifications and training as well as the first 2 years of a four year program but they are unable to
grant bachelor’s degrees.
In Canada a university is an education institution that can grant degrees. (B.A., B.Sc., M.A., PhD,
etc). Colleges can grant certificates or diplomas, but not degrees.
Australia is similar to Canada in which universities offer degrees, but colleges, (also known as
T.A.F.E.,) offer diplomas and certificates.
In the UK, a university can award its own degrees and has a charter giving it various guarantees of
independence. A college usually depends on a fully-fledged university validating its degrees, or
may even be part of a university, as in Oxford or Cambridge colleges. Or a college may have little
to do with degree-level education at all, such as a Further Education college.

What is a college degree?
The award of completion of a college or university program leads to the granting of a “degree”.
Again, it varies by country so you will need to do research about what the different college degrees
offered in each country are.
In the United States, there are many types of college degrees. Since the
1800s, most accredited four-year universities have followed a uniform
system of degrees, offering them at the bachelor, master, and doctor level.
Community or junior colleges, likewise, have followed a set pattern of
rewarding degrees, usually known as the two-year associate’s degree. All
types of college degrees have different focuses and programs, and
different universities require different levels of education and various
requirements, though they are similar throughout the U.S.
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At junior colleges, which are usually smaller colleges representing different communities or
counties, college degrees are pretty standard. The associate’s degree is awarded after two full years
of study, around 60 credit hours, and
represents pre-professional areas of
study.
The types of college degrees offered
at universities begin with the
bachelor’s degree. This degree is
finished through four full years of
classes, though it can be achieved in
three or five or more. The bachelor’s
degree usually runs about 120 credit
hours, and is certified as an
undergraduate academic degree. The
most common bachelor’s degrees
attained in the U.S. are the Bachelor
of Arts (B.A.) and the Bachelor of
Science (B.S.). They usually require a
certain number of elective courses, a
declared major, and a number of higher level courses in the area of concentration. The master’s is
obtained after an additional one or two years of study after a bachelor’s degree.
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Graduation Requirements
Full-time students must be taking classes in the context of a graduation plan.
Grace International School is a college preparatory high school with a foundation in the US
educational system. This system grants credits earned for courses successfully passed
according to the Carnegie credit allocation system. Grades are determined by teachers in
subject courses during the term. Although our curriculum is US based, we are a Christian
international school and seek to meet the needs of our diverse student body.
GIS seeks to help all our students to be well-educated and prepared to transition to postgraduate educational institutions, whether in their passport country or wherever they desire
to pursue higher education. As a result, students may choose which of the following
graduation requirement options best support their plans for education after graduation from
GIS. Parents must indicate which option they are following and sign a contract agreeing to
the requirements and consequences of following that option.
Graduation Requirement Option A:
All students who are US citizens, hold dual citizenship with the US, or any student who
plans to study in the U.S. must follow option A. Non-US citizens can choose option A or B
depending on the country where they plan to attend university. Students choosing option A
may choose from one of the following three tracks to earn a high school diploma from GIS.
A minimum of 24 credits is required for graduation from GIS. Graduation is not an end in
itself but a stepping stone to other opportunities. Because not all students have the same
goals, the following tracks are provided to assist in planning a student’s GIS course of study.
Each track is not a rigid criteria but a guided suggestion depending on post-graduation goals.
There is flexibility in changing tracks to meet changing goals. All educational plans should
be in conference between parents, students, and the school counselor. All tracks lead to a
high school diploma from GIS.






Track 1: High School Diploma Track: This track meets minimum requirements for a
high school diploma from GIS. It will not be an adequate track to prepare for college
entrance. It may lead to admission in community colleges or trade schools.
Track 2: College Prep Track: This track recognizes the current requirements of a
rigorous schedule in the U.S. and prepares a student to apply and succeed in most
colleges and universities. This track can include AP courses.
Track 3: AP College Prep Track: This track is the most rigorous schedule and prepares
students for entrance into most colleges or universities. The credits listed are simply a
suggested criterion and can be modified to meet individual situations. For a list of
current AP courses offered at GIS contact the Academic Counselor.
High School Track
Credits Required

College Prep Track
Credits Required

AP College Prep Track
Credits Required

English
Mathematics

0.5 for each year of
attendance
4 (a)
2 (b)

0.5 for each year of
attendance
4
3-4

Social Studies
Science

3 (c)
2

3-4
3-4

1.0/0.5
1.0
1.0
8
24(f)
2.0 (Required)

1.0/0.5
3 (d)
1.0
4
24
3.0 (Recommended)

0.5 for each year of
attendance
4 (AP English Literature)
4 (AP Calculus;
Statistics)
3-4 (AP US History)
3-4 (AP Biology;
Physics)
1.0/0.5
3-4
1.0
4
24
3.0 (Recommended)

Subject Area
Religious Studies*

PE/Health
Language
Computers
Electives*
Minimum Total*
Grade Point Average (GPA)
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Graduation Requirement Option B:
Students who are citizens from countries using standardized external exams may require AP
courses for admission into universities and may use this diploma option. A diploma contract
must be signed prior to pursuing this diploma. Parents and students should research the
policies of their country and specific university polices to find out what courses they need to
take and what AP scores will count for admission. Not all credits within a subject will be
AP courses, but there are pre-requisites for admission into an AP course and a usual
progression building on prior material. For more information on course progressions please,
visit the GIS website or contact the Academic Counselor.
AP courses may not be offered due to teacher availability or low student enrollment.
Students who are US citizens are not eligible for this option.
Subject Area

Religious Studies

AP University
Track
Credits

AP Courses Offered
By subject area

0.5 for each year of
attendance

English

4

English Literature

Mathematics

4

Social Studies

3-4

Science

3-4

Calculus, Statistics
World History,
US History
Biology; Physics,
Chemistry

PE/Health

Electives*

Minimum Total
Grade Point Average (GPA)

Bible courses outside GIS
must come from an
accredited ‘credit granting’
institution and be approved
by GIS.
Students may take AP
Literature in 11th grade and
AP English 12th grade with
counselor & instructor prior
approval.

0.5 Health

Language*
Computers*

Notes

Spanish 4
AP preparation

National Thai students must
take National Thai every
year

With prior permission a
student may independently
study an AP course not
offered and take the exam.
GIS is not obligated to
provide resources or a
teacher.

Electives depend on credits
in other categories. Students
must have 18 total credits.

0

0-1.5

18

4

Total number of credits
required for graduation is
not reduced for transfer
students.

3.0 (Recommended)

*Please note that while language, computers, and a variety of elective courses are not required in this option,
universities may expect or require that you have skills in these areas. Check the specific requirements of your
country and university.

Rationale for Specific Graduation Requirements:
1. The ability to read and write is critical to all endeavors, especially to university admittance and
continuing education. Therefore, GIS requires 4 years of English.
2. As a Christian school our religious studies courses are essential to fulfilling our mission and
vision and achieving our ESLRs. In accordance with ACSI accreditation policies, the teaching
of religious study courses is a priority.
3. The health course instructs students in information that is not included elsewhere in the
curriculum and fulfills our GOALs of maintaining balanced, healthy lifestyles; exhibiting
biblical self-esteem; and developing and maintaining healthy interpersonal relationships.
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Grace International High School 4 Year Plan
Student Name:
9 Grade Academic Year________________

Date completed:
10 Grade Academic Year________________

th

Department

Course

th

Alternate

Department

Language Arts_________________

_______________

Language Arts_________________

_______________

Maths

_________________

_______________

Maths

_________________

_______________

Science

_________________

_______________

Science

_________________

_______________

Social Studies _________________

_______________

Social Studies _________________

_______________

Languages

_________________

_______________

Languages

_________________

_______________

Computer

_________________

_______________

Computer

_________________

_______________

Religious
Studies

_________________

_______________

Religious
Studies

_________________

_______________

PE/Health

_________________

_______________

PE/Health

_________________

_______________

Electives

__________________

_______________

Electives

__________________

_______________

Year Credits

Year Credits

Total credits

Total credits

11th Grade Academic Year________________
Department

Course

Course

Alternate

12th Grade Academic Year________________

Alternate

Department

Language Arts_________________

_______________

Language Arts_________________

_______________

Maths

_________________

_______________

Maths

_________________

_______________

Science

_________________

_______________

Science

_________________

_______________

Social Studies _________________

_______________

Social Studies _________________

_______________

Languages

_________________

_______________

Languages

_________________

_______________

Computer

_________________

_______________

Computer

_________________

_______________

Religious
Studies

_________________

_______________

Religious
Studies

_________________

_______________

PE/Health

_________________

_______________

PE/Health

_________________

_______________

Electives

__________________

_______________

Electives

__________________

_______________

Year Credits

Year Credits

Total credits

Total credits
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Course

Alternate

Which test do I take?
Parents and students often ask, “Which tests should I take?” It depends. Where are you applying
to university? What kind of student are you? How often do you want to take it? Most US colleges
will accept either test as a part of the admissions process. Other countries are usually more familiar
with the SAT and AP exams. It is best to research what each country and university is requiring.
Some students would do well to take both while others may do better doing one vs. the other. This
is a brief explanation of standardized tests: ACT, SAT I, AP TOEFL, SAT II Subject tests, PSAT
and CLEP.

The ACT is a one of two exams, the other being the SAT. It is a three-hour exam; 215 questions,
measuring achievement in English, math, reading and science. There is an
additional optional writing portion (only offered in October). Scores on each
section are averaged to create a composite score. A perfect score is 36.
Students usually take it spring of the 11th grade year or fall of the12th grade year
(or both, if one desires a practice run).
The score is based on the number of correct answers ONLY. If a person is not
sure, it is all right to guess – there is no penalty for wrong answers. Harder
questions are worth the same amount as easy ones. Answer the easy questions
first and leave the more time-consuming questions until the end.
The ACT is offered at Grace International School. Registration is online at act.org.

The SAT assesses how well students
analyze and solve problems. The SAT
includes a Critical Reading, Math, and Writing section. In addition, there is one 25-minute
unscored section. This unscored section may be either a critical reading, math, or writing multiplechoice section. This unscored section does not count toward the final score, but is used to try out
new questions for future editions of the SAT. Each section of the SAT is scored on a scale of
200—800, with two writing subscores for multiple-choice and the essay.
A student usually takes the SAT I in spring of his or her 11th grade year or fall of the12th grade
year (or both, if a practice run is desired). This test is offered several times a year, usually
October, November,December, January and May (dates listed on the Collgeboard website may not
be the dates available in Chiang Mai). All SAT test are administered at CMIS or PREM.
The SAT I carries a "wrong answer penalty." If a person guesses correctly, he or she gains a point;
however there is a penalty if one guesses incorrectly. A student should eliminate the answers he or
she knows are wrong before guessing.
Registration for the SAT I is done online at www.collegeboard.com, not through GIS. However,
practice test are available from the GIS Academic Counselor as long as supplies last..
In addition to the ACT and SAT there are other standardized tests that universities may require.
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Advanced Placement, or AP, is a program that offers high school students the opportunity to take
college level courses during high school. Courses are taken during the year and take the exam in
May. Students taking AP courses are not obligated to take the exam but are encouraged to. The AP
courses offered vary from school to school. The AP Grades that are reported to students, high
schools, colleges, and universities in July are on AP's five-point scale:






5: Extremely well-qualified
4: Well-qualified
3: Qualified
2: Possibly qualified
1: No recommendation

Many colleges and universities in the U.S. grant college credits or advanced placement based on
AP grades; those in over twenty other countries do likewise. Policies vary by institution. Most
require a score of at least a three to give a student credit.

The Test of English as a Foreign Language™ (TOEFL) measures the ability of nonnative speakers
of English to use and understand English as it is spoken, written, and heard in college and
university setting and is a requirement for admission into colleges and universities where
instruction is in English. The paper-based TOEFL test measures listening comprehension,
structure and written expression and reading comprehension.

Also known as the SAT II these are subject specific tests that measure your knowledge and skills in
particular subject areas, and your ability to apply that knowledge. The SAT Subject Tests give you
the opportunity to demonstrate mastery of content in specific subjects, such as English, history,
mathematics, science, and various foreign languages. colleges specify the SAT Subject Tests that
they require for admission or placement; others allow applicants to choose which tests to take. SAT
Subject Tests fall into five general subject areas: Englsih, history, math, science and langauges. For
a complete list visit collegeboard.com.
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The PSAT is not used to determine college admissions. The PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic
Aptitude Test) is a standardized test used to prepare students for the SAT and inform students and
schools of ways to improve academic skills.
The PSAT will be offered at Grace International School. All 10th grade students at GIS will take
this test. Students in grade 11 may consider the PSAT as well as the SAT or ACT.
The PSAT is composed of two 25-minute verbal sections; two 25-minute math sections; one 30minute writing skills section. The score range is between 20 and 80, with 80 being a perfect score.
The PSAT Score Report gives students personalized feedback on their performance, including
suggestions on how to improve specific academic skills. By taking the test, students discover how
they rank among other 10th or 11th grade students taking the test internationally.
If a student does very well on the PSAT, and meets additional academic requirements, he or she
may qualify for the National Merit Scholarship Program (a nationally distributed merit-based
scholarship for U.S. citizens only). Scores from the 11th grade year only are used to determine
qualification for the National Merit Scholarship Program.
GIS will pay for all 10th grade students to take the test. They are automatically registered and no
further registration is required. Students in grades 9 and 11 as well as ESD are welcome to take the
test but registration is required and is on a first come basis.

CLEP (College-Level Examination Program) tests cover material usually taught in freshman and
sophomore-level college courses. These are much like AP tests, except with these exams you can
earn college credit without taking the actual course.
The CLEP is sponsored by the College Board (http://www.collegeboard.com); however, the
College Board cannot award college credit for these tests. Individual colleges evaluate the exam
score, assign the number of credit hours, and then record those credits on your permanent
transcript. Around 2,900 colleges give credit for the CLEP exams.
The tests are multiple choice and last for 90 minutes. (For language tests, there may be two
parts—one written and one listening.) There are 1,300 testing sites located at junior/community
colleges and public universities. Contact the closest college to learn testing times and to register
or check the following website: http://apps.collegeboard.com/cbsearch_clep/
searchCLEPtestCenter.jsp.
NOTE: Some colleges may give credit for other foreign languages for which there are no CLEP
tests. Check with your college to find out if they are willing to make such accommodations.
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Transcr
T
ript Infformatiion
What iss a transcript?
A transcript is an official document of
o the academ
mic record of a student. C
Colleges reqquire that
trranscripts bee sent from in
nstitution to institution, m
meaning wee send them ddirectly to thhe college
to
o be official.
A transcript is different th
han a diplom
ma. A diplom
ma is the certtificate that iis given uponn
co
ompletion off high schoo
ol requiremen
nts and awarrded at the ggraduation ceeremony.
Usually
y a transcript sent to a co
ollege includ
des:








Courses tak
ken from graade 9-12*
Course grad
des
Credit earneed
G.P.A. (Graade Point Avverage)
Test scores (optional)
GIS Gradin
ng scale
Note of tran
nsfer credit

*A transscript can shoow earlier
grade levvels if neededd. Please
communnicate to the A
Academic
Counselor or Registraar if other
grade levvels need to bbe included.

How do I requestt a transcrript to be sent?
1. Fill out a “Transcript Request Forrm” OR
2. Email you
ur request to
o the Academ
mic Counseloor or Registrrar
Formss may be piccked up at th
he Academicc Counselor oor Registrar’s offices
If you
u email your request pleaase include:
Ho
ow do I get one after I graduate?
Student’s name
n
E
Email the Re
egistrar or Counselor
Address off the collegee or institutioon
with the in
nformation f
for email
Test scores to be inclu
uded
reque
ests. Easy, h
huh?

Ho
ow much does
d
it cosst?

Th
here is no cost for a transscript to be ssent. GIS will pay for maailing but wiill not
ex
xpress mail a transcript to
o meet a deaadline.
Iff you need itt to arrive fasster than norrmal mail yoou can requeest a transcrippt in a sealedd &
sttamped enveelope. You are
a responsib
ble for the coost to express mail it.
Can I get
g a copy?
?
Yes!
Y You maay request an
n unofficial copy
c
for youur records or to help in fiilling out a ccollege
applicatio
on. The proccess is the saame for an official transccript but thatt specify youur request is for an
“Unofficial Copy”.

ALERT!

Plaan ahead. Traanscripts take
e time to proccess and maill. If you need to have it by a deadline
make sure you allow enough
h time; usual ly several weeeks before th
he deadline!
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Office use
only

Transcript Request Form

Date sent:

Please read and follow instructions on the back.

1.

_________________________________________________________________
Student’s Last Name

2.

First

Middle

Please send a copy to the following schools (name and address):
____Include test scores on my transcript

(a)____________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

(b)________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

(c)____________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

(d)________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

3. Student or Parent signature____________________________Date__________________
Please allow 5-7 days for processing and mailing transcripts

Transcript Request Form Instructions
1. Fill in your legal name
2. Write in the address where you want your transcript(s) sent. Be sure to include country and postal
code. Official copies of transcripts must be sent from institution to institution.
GIS will mail transcripts via Thai airmail. FedEx or other courier is at your expense. If you are want
to mail it yourself, a sealed copy can be provided. Write “Hand deliver” in the address space if you
will mail it yourself.
For an unofficial copy, please write “Unofficial” in the address space.
3.

Check the box to have test scores on your transcript. Please indicate below the test to include and
the test date. If the box is not checked, test scores will not be included on your transcript.
ACT
Date_________ ___

SAT
Date____________

AP
Date____________

4. You must sign and date the request. Your signature indicates consent authorizing Grace
International School to send your transcripts to the addresses listed.
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FAFSA
Checklist of Documents Needed
You will need records of income earned in the year prior to when you will start school. You will
need records of parent's income information.
Example: For the 2011-12 school year, you will need financial information from 2010.
You will need:
FAFSA PIN
Parent
Student
Student’s Social Security Number (can be found on Social Security card)
Student’s driver's license (if any)
Student’s W-2 Forms and other records of money earned
Student’s (and student’s spouse's, if married) Federal Income Tax Return




IRS Form 1040, 1040A, 1040EZ
Foreign tax return, or
Tax return for Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands, the
Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, or Palau

Parents' Federal Income Tax Return (if a dependent student)
Untaxed income records





Social Security
Temporary Assistance to Needy Families
Welfare, or
Veterans benefits records

Current bank statements
Current business and investment mortgage information, business and farm records, stock,
bond, and other investment records
Alien registration or permanent residence card (if you are not a U.S. citizen)
Keep these records! You may need them again. Do not mail your records with your
signature page.

Notes:
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International Students Studying in the United States
What type of visa do I need to study in the US?
A visa is a grant of permission to enter the country. The US entrance requirements are as follows:






You must be healthy. No inoculations are required to enter the US, unless you were recently in a
country with epidemics such as cholera and yellow fever. HIV-positive people are not allowed to enter
the US.
You must be law-abiding. Criminal behavior is grounds for deportation.
You must be able to support yourself financially during your stay.
You intend to leave the US after you complete your studies.

There are three types of student visas:






F-1 (Student Visa). The F-1 visa is for full-time students enrolled in an academic or language
program. F-1 students may stay in the US for the full length of their academic program plus 60 days.
F-1 students must maintain a full-time course load and complete their studies by the expiration date
listed on the I-20 form.
J-1 (Exchange Visitor Visa). The J-1 visa is issued for students needing practical training that is not
available in their home country to complete their academic program. The training must be directly
related to the academic program. The J-1 visa obligates the student to return to their home country for
a minimum of two years after the end of their studies in the US before being eligible to apply for an
immigrant (permanent residence) visa.
M-1 (Vocational Student Visa). The M-1 visa is issued for students attending non-academic trade and
vocational schools. The M-1 visa is valid for at most one year. Recipients of an M-1 visa may not
change fields of study. Switching from an M-1 visa to a F-1 visa is not permitted.

Of these, the F-1 and the J-1 are the most common for international students.
If the foreign student advisor believes you have the resources necessary for study in the US, he or she will send
you a Form I-20 (Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant [F-1] Student Status). You will need to submit
this form with your application for a student visa to the American embassy or consulate. You will need a high
school transcript. You will also need Form OF-156 (Non-Immigrant Visa form available from US consular
offices), a valid passport, a 1-1/2 inch square photograph (37 mm x 37 mm) showing full face against a light
background, and the visa processing fee.

What steps are required to obtain a visa?
In order to apply for a visa at a U.S. embassy or consulate, you must first have a SEVIS (Student and
Exchange Visitor Information System)-generated document (either an I-20 or DS-2019) issued by a U.S.
college or university or Department of State-designated sponsor organization. You will be required to submit
this form when you apply for a visa. The U.S. academic institution or program sponsor will provide you with
the appropriate SEVIS-generated form only when you have been academically admitted to the institution or
accepted as a participant in an exchange program. The institution or program sponsor will also send you
additional information about applying for the appropriate visa, as well as other guidance about beginning your
academic program in the United States.
Once you have all the required documentation, you may apply for the visa, even if you do not intend to begin
your program of study for several months. It is best to apply early for the visa to make sure that there is
sufficient time for visa processing.
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Planning Ahead for the Visa Process,
One of the most important things you can do to ensure that you will be able to arrive in time for the start of
your educational program in the United States is to plan well in advance, not only for the academic portion of
your U.S. program, but also for the visa process. This means you will need to request and receive the
appropriate visa-qualifying document (either an I-20 or DS-2019) from the U.S. institution or program sponsor
well in advance of your planned departure to the United States. You will also need to make an appointment for
your visa interview. Please consult the U.S. Embassy or Consulate nearest you to find out how long it may take
to get an appointment.
Applying for a Visa – Key Points to Keep in Mind
Among the things you’ll need to do is pay the SEVIS fee, pay the visa processing fee, and make an
appointment for the visa interview (the procedure will differ on all of these from one U.S. Embassy/Consulate
to another, so visit the website of the U.S. Embassy. You should also make sure you have all the
documentation you will need when you go for the interview, including the visa-qualifying document (I-20 or
DS-2019), financial support documents, proof of payment of the SEVIS and visa fees, and a completed visa
application form. Ensure that you complete the visa application correctly by following the Department of State
website procedures carefully.
Key Information about Visas and Entering the United States
There are two additional bits of information that are useful to know. The first is that the U.S.
Embassy/Consulate cannot issue a visa more than 120 days before the actual start of the program in the United
States. However, visa applicants are encouraged to apply for their visa as soon as they are prepared to do so.
Thus, if the college or university to which you have been admitted states on the I-20 or DS-2019 that the
program will start on September 1, a visa cannot be issued before May 1. Second, even if you have been issued
a visa to enter the United States, you will not be allowed to enter the country more than 30 days before the start
of your program, if you are an initial entry student. Returning students do not have this requirement. Using the
earlier example, if the program of study starts on September 1, you will not be permitted to enter the United
States until August 1 or later
Passports
Your passport must be valid for at least six months beyond the end of your intended stay in the US.
Before leaving for the US, make a photocopy of the page containing your photograph and passport number. If
your passport is lost or stolen, this will make it easier to replace the passport. Keep the photocopy in a safe
place, but do not carry it with your passport.
If your passport is lost or stolen, notify your embassy and the police immediately.
Sufficient Financial Resources
To get a F-1 visa approved, you will need to demonstrate that you have sufficient funds to pay for the first year
of study and that you have resources available to cover the rest of your educational program. For an M-1 or J-1
visa, you will need to demonstrate that you have sufficient funds to pay for all tuition and living costs for your
entire stay in the US.
The information you provide on the I-20 form (F-1) or IAP-66 form (J-1) will be scrutinized very carefully by
both the foreign student advisor at the school and the INS. If you don't have the resources necessary for study
in the US, you will not get a visa.
You should know where your money is coming from before you jump on a plane. Several schools require
proof that you have enough money for the entire course of study even for an F-1 visa, because too many
international students are forced to return home after only a year of study.
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If your education will be sponsored by a US citizen (e.g., a relative), the relative will need to fill out a Form I134 (Affidavit of Support). This form requires them to pay your expenses if you can't. A Form I-134 filed by
someone who isn't a relative doesn't count as much as a Form I-134 filed by a relative.
Proving Non-immigrant Intent
You may need to establish that you intend to return to your home country after your studies are complete. You
may need to demonstrate economic, personal, social, and cultural ties to your home country. Some of the
methods of doing this include:





Providing a list of the names, addresses, ages, and occupations of close family members who remain in
the home country.
Providing documentation of financial ties to the home country, such as ownership of real estate.
Providing evidence of job prospects in the home country, such as a letter from a potential employer.
Providing an explanation of why equivalent educational training is not available in your home country
or as suitable.

Likewise, if you have close relatives or financial interests in the United States, you may have difficulty getting
a visa. If a consular officer believes that you intend to immigrate to the US, the officer must, as a matter of
law, deny the visa.
You may be required by the INS to post a Departure Bond to guarantee your departure.
Employment
Do not count on being able to scrape up the funding after you arrive in the US. Getting a job is not an effective
means of financing an education in the US. There are numerous restrictions on employment by foreign
nationals, and some types of visas prohibit it entirely. Even when employment is permitted, it is usually limited
to no more than 20 hours per week. Most international students are limited to on-campus employment. Your
spouse will probably not be allowed to work.
Even if you are able to find work, you will not be able to get a job that pays well enough to cover all your
expenses. The typical on-campus job will pay no more than $1,000 to $2,000 during the school year, and a
similar amount during the summer vacation.
If you are studying on an F-1 visa, you may not accept off-campus employment during the first year of study.
You may, however, take an on-campus job to help pay the bills. You are limited to 20 hours a week while
school is in session, provided that you do not displace a US resident. (The test for displacement is whether the
position is normally filled by students.) Full time employment is allowed during vacations if you will be
returning to school at the end of the vacation period. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) permission
is not required to accept on-campus employment, but you must first apply for a Social Security Number and
complete a Form I-9 (Employment Eligibility). You may also need to get authorization from the foreign
student advisor.
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Recommendation Letters
Letters of recommendation play a significant role in the college admissions process. Admissions
officers turn to recommendation letters to get an idea of how others view you. Utilize these tips to
get the best recommendations as possible.
Get Organized
The policies regarding recommendations vary from school to school. Be sure to read through your
applications to see how many letters each school requires and to see if there are requirements on who
should write the letters. You should also record application deadlines on a calendar so you can
determine which ones hold precedence. It's crucial to get organized early so you can give out the
recommendation forms to your chosen recommenders as soon as possible. Recommenders need at
least two weeks to prepare your letters.
Choose the Best References
Choosing the right people to write recommendations for you is critical. You want to choose people
who know you well enough to write recommendations that will make lasting impressions upon the
admissions officers. Choose teachers, coaches, employers, etc. who you interact with often and who
can write about your talents and abilities. When you approach someone for a recommendation,
remember to be polite and tactful. If there is any hesitation, you may want to consider asking
someone else.
Help Them Help You
If you want to get good letters of recommendation, then you need to supply your references with the
appropriate information. Be sure to give them a packet that includes:











A cover letter. This is a letter in which you formally ask for a recommendation. It should
include the name of the school to which you want to apply, your expected major, the
application deadline, and any other application requirements of which the recommender
should be aware.
The recommendation form. This form is included in the application packet for the
college. If you are submitting online applications, you need to print out the
recommendation forms for your references or ask permission to send the references email
address to complete online.
The Common Application Secondary Report The Common Application has a form (SR
& MR) that is to be given to the counselor for recommendations. Print it out, sign and give
to the counselor.
Envelope. The envelope should be legal-size and addressed to the college.
Your resume. By now, you should have a high school resume. Your resume will help
your recommenders highlight your accomplishments. You can also use the Personal Data
form included.
A copy of your application essay. This will give your references more insight on who
you are and how you think/see yourself.

Be Appreciative
Don't forget to send thank-you notes to all of your references. They are taking time out of their busy
schedules to help you out. Make sure they know that you appreciate their efforts.
38

The College Essay
In a college or scholarship essay, your goal is to inform the reader why you should be selected
over someone else. Unless you are asked to appear at an interview, the essays are the only
chance you have to tell the committee your thoughts and dreams, to express in your own words
those things that make you a unique individual.
It goes without saying that no one but you should write your essay. It must be your work. If you
try to pass off someone else’s work as your own, you will come to
When you’re writing your
regret it. The essay is supposed to reveal the type of person you are.
essay,
make sure you’re not
If someone else writes it, it can’t reveal anything about you.
It is acceptable, however, to ask a teacher, counselor, librarian, or
your parents to proofread an essay. It’s sometimes easier for
someone else to catch a mistake than it is for you. When others read
your essay, bear in mind that they can tell you what they like or
don’t like, but they can’t rewrite it. You still have the final say!

under time pressure. Don’t
wait until the night before you
have to mail it to write it!!
Above all, the most important
thing to remember is to be
yourself.

To the point…..
PURPOSE:
 To present yourself in a dimension that reaches beyond grades, recommendations, and test
scores.
 To allow an insight into who you are and what is important to you.
 Top demonstrate your abilities for insight, awareness, honesty, and self-evaluation
THE ESSAY SHOULD:
 Address a talent, an interest, a thought, a passion, an observation, a personal accomplishment,
a feeling
 Be sincere, honest, straightforward, clear, and specific. Remember to avoid spelling,
typographical, or grammatical errors.
 Discuss something of personal importance; use your own voice and style
THE ESSAY SHOULD NOT:
 Describe anything fake, phony, off-beat, in bad taste, use rude language, use words that are
not in your vocabulary, be pretentious or arrogant, deal with a questionable topic, or be
outrageous (unless you are outrageous)
 State anything described in other parts of the application
COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES EVALUATE THE ESSAY ON 5 CRITERIA:
 ABILITY
 CREATIVITY
 MOTIVATION
 SELF-DISCIPLINE
 GROWTH POTENTIAL
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Generally speaking, the admissions staff will evaluate your application essay (preferably
typed) on three levels:
Level 1:
Your ability to use standard written English.
Level 2:

Content, substance, and depth of insight, reflecting your ability to
think about yourself and to convey your true feelings or opinions
about a topic.

Level 3:

Creativity and originality. “It is at this level,” according to a dean
of admissions, “that students can position themselves as unique –
as individuals who would bring a freshness of vision and viewpoint
to the college that will enhance the quality of its academic and
social life.”

According to one admissions director, “It makes the facts in the student’s folder come alive for
us. Because it is the student’s personal statement, no single piece of admissions evidence gets as
much attention and provokes as much discussion.”
The essay is your opportunity to take charge of the information the
college receives about you, and to provide information that does not
appear in grades, test scores, and other materials. It allows you to
reveal your intelligence, talent, sense of humor, enthusiasm, maturity,
creativity, expressiveness, sincerity, and writing ability – traits that count in
the admissions evaluation.
Essay Writing Tips
Here are a few tips for developing an essay that conveys your personal qualities.
1. Plan your essays during the summer before your senior year, if you can, or early in
your senior year. Allow yourself enough time for all the steps below, and write an
individual essay for each college.
2. Be sure you understand the college’s topics, directions, and deadlines, and look in its
catalog or guidebook for descriptions on the personal qualities it is looking for. One
selective college, for example, seeks “candidates whose qualities of intellect,
initiative, and energy demonstrate desire for both intellectual and personal
fulfillment.” An essay for that college should demonstrate and persuade the
institution that you have those qualities.
3. Before you start your essay, jot down your aspirations and how you think the college
will help you meet them. Then develop a personal inventory. Make lists of your
civic and school activities, your travels, awards, honors, other accomplishments, work
experiences, any academic or personal shortcoming you are trying to overcome, and
the personality traits you value about yourself. To focus your essay, develop a onesentence theme from your inventory.
4. Think about the form you might use to convey your information. Straight prose is
fine, but if your theme lends itself to another approach, try it.
5. Now write a draft. Set the draft aside for 24 hours, then read it to spot clichés,
triteness, vagueness, dullness, grammatical errors, and misspellings. Is it focused on
your theme, or does it ramble? Is it confusing, or boring? Does the introduction
“grab” the reader?
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6. Rewrite your essay based on this evaluation and repeat step 5 as often as necessary, to
sharpen your essay.
7. Ask someone whom you respect to read your
essay and give you his or her candid impressions.
Ask for specifics but don’t let them rewrite your
essay. “Tell me what you think I’m trying to say.
How do I come across as a person? What parts
confuse you? Where do I need more details?
What parts bore you? Tell me the parts you like
best.”
8.

If necessary, go back to steps 3,4 or 5. If this
draft is the best you can do, polish it by checking
again for spelling and grammatical errors,
awkward phrasing, inaccurate usage, unnecessary
words, or anything else that does not sound right
to you. Read your essay out loud to locate the rough spots.

9. Type your essay, unless the college requires a handwritten version, and proofread it
to catch typographical errors and any other errors you may have missed.
10. Mail your essay on time and relax. If you have done all the above, you can be
relatively sure your efforts will be noted with appreciation.

In its essay directions, a college may ask you to do one or more of the following:
 DESCRIBE your uniqueness as a person, or tell something about yourself that can’t be
learned from other information in your application.
 DISCUSS something or someone that has contributed significantly to your growth.
 COMMENT on your goals or aspirations; telling how you expect the college to help
meet them.
 EXPRESS your imagination, originality, opinions, or feelings on a specific topic.
Whatever the topic, the care and attention you give it will express the level of your motivation
and how much you care about the college.
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College Interview
Many colleges require interviews with an admissions officer or alumnus. They use interviews as a
way to get to know you beyond the dry facts of your application and to let you ask questions about
the school. This can be nerve-racking and feel intimidating but if you are prepared there is no need
to fear an interview.
Most college interview questions are meant to help you and the
interviewer find out if the college is a good match for you. Rarely
will you get a question that puts you on the spot or tries to make you
feel stupid. Remember, the college is trying to make a good
impression too. Use the interview to show off your personality in
ways that aren't possible on the application. Usually, a college
interview is more of a conversation than an interview.

1. The important thing to remember is BE PREPARED! Don’t wing an interview. Do your
homework and preparation ahead of time to be ready. Make a list of possible questions, prepare
answers and think of questions you want to ask.

2. Practice, practice, practice……The secret to doing well on interviews is to practice. Do a mock
interview with your parents, teacher or counselor.
Practicing answers to these questions will give you a huge advantage during the actual interview.
Plus, think about how much less nerve-racking your interview will be now that you already have the
answers to the questions!

3. Know the basics. Scour the school’s brochures and Web site. Learn as much about the
institution as possible before you go in. You don’t want to ask the dean of admissions about their
MBA program only to find out that they don’t have an MBA program.

4. Prepare some questions to ask. Show your interest in the school by asking specific questions,
such as “How would you describe the student body? What are the most popular majors (and why)?
What are the school’s strengths? Where does the school need to improve?” Don’t ask questions that
can be answered by reading the school’s website.

5. When the big day comes, it’s important to set yourself up for success. Dress appropriately by
choosing a more conservative outfit, with a minimum of accessories, make-up, jewelry and cologne.
Make sure you know exactly where your interview is being held. Call in advance and ask for
directions if you’re unsure, and schedule enough time get there. You should also plan to arrive about
15 minutes early. The extra time may come in handy if you encounter delays, and arriving early will
let you take a few moments to relax and prepare yourself mentally.
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Once you get in the interview room, introduce yourself and greet the interviewers with a handshake
and smile.
Remember that this is a conversation, and that the interview wants to know about you. Be yourself
and be honest in your answers. If asked a question that you don’t have an answer for it is ok to say,
“That is a good question. May I think about it for a minute?”

Possible interview questions
















Why do you want to attend our university?
What is your strongest/weakest point?
What have you done to prepare for college?
What has been your greatest experience in high school?
What do you want to do in the future?
Tell me about yourself. (You should focus on about
three things.)
Tell me about your interests.
Tell me about your involvement in extracurricular
activities.
Tell me about your family.
What do you think about (insert a current event of the
past week)?
What is your favorite book? Who is your favorite
author?
Which of your accomplishments are you the most proud
of?
If you could meet any important figure in the past or
present, who would it be and what would you talk
about?
If you could be any animal what would you be? Why?
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College Planning Calendar
For 12th Grade Seniors
APRIL/MAY 11th Grade






Complete course registration-have a challenging senior year!
Develop a list of colleges
Visit websites of potential colleges, request applications
Check college deadlines
Research financial aid

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 12th Grade









Register early for the October SAT/ACT
Check 12th grade courses. Do they meet requirements?
Make appointment to see your counselor.
Finalize college list.
Consider carefully your responsibilities if applying for Early Decision or Early Action.
Begin organizer for each college.
Get off to a good start academically.
Begin filling out applications.

OCTOBER









If you are applying under an “early decision” program, you must submit the application so it
arrives by the deadline.
Review for SAT/ACT.
Work on college essays.
Ask teachers for recommendations following school procedures.
Request transcripts from Counselor.
Begin filling out applications.
If you apply Early Decision, be aware of deadlines.
Take the ACT or SAT.

NOVEMBER





Send Early Decision or Early Action applications.
Submit secondary school counselor evaluation forms as soon as they arrive.
Keep organized and up to date.
Research sources of private outside scholarships throughout the year.

DECEMBER



Take SAT/ACT or Achievement Tests.
Finish all draft applications and essays to selective colleges. Go over with counselor, teacher,
or parent.

JANUARY





File FAFSA or appropriate financial aid form January 1.
Finish other college applications.
Take SAT/ACT and/or Achievement Tests.
Ask teachers for recommendations following school procedures.
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FEBRUARY


Check/apply for private outside scholarships




Have you sent all necessary forms and applications for financial aid?
Check deadlines for AP tests.

MARCH




Continue to explore college as thoroughly as possible.
Research transition seminars to attend.
Send any new material to colleges which may help.







Review your college responses and aid offers with your parents and counselor.
Decide where you wish to visit, if possible.
Write withdrawal letters to colleges you will not attend.
Make final decision – send deposit May 1.
You should have received your FAFSA acknowledgment/Student Aid Report (SAR).






Take AP Exams.
Fill out dorm forms.
Check arrangements for college loans
Breathe a big sigh of relief.

APRIL

MAY
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College Planning Calendar
For 11th Grade Juniors
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER






Register early for the October PSAT/SAT/ACT
Spend time studying for the SAT/ACT test. Attend a workshop
Make sure you are taking a rigorous set of courses. This year is the last that most colleges
will see grades for when you apply your senior year!
Get off to a good start academically. Study, study, study!
Plan to attend college fairs, College Night and Lifekeys this year.

OCTOBER



Take the PSAT/SAT/ACT
US Literature career research paper

NOVEMBER



Discuss college interests with parents
Talk to the Guidance Counselor about college interests

DECEMBER



Take SAT/ACT
Talk with graduates who are home from college

JANUARY




Use the “Choosing A College” worksheet” to create a list of potential colleges
Take SAT
Research possible summer plans like jobs, ministry opportunities, camps etc use your
summers productively!!!!

FEBRUARY



Plan senior year courses
Continue using the “Choosing A College” worksheet to generate potential colleges list

MARCH



Continue to explore colleges as thoroughly as possible.
Attend an SOS (Seniors on a Search about possible colleges)






Continue to develop your college wish list using the “Choosing A College” worksheet
Request college information
Research college application requirements
File applications for service academies and ROTC scholarships



Identify teachers you will ask for letters of reference. Obtain them now if the teachers is not
returning
Take AP exams
Prepare for summer plans. During the summer…read, read, read!

APRIL

MAY
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International Timeline
Planning ahead will give you sufficient time to make
successful applications to the colleges of your choice.

12 TO 18 MONTHS
Prior to the academic year in which you hope to enroll, begin to consider, research, and do the
following:








What are your reasons for wanting to study in the United States?
Which universities will meet your needs?
Will you need financial assistance?
Find out application and financial aid deadlines. This will affect when you take the
standardized tests required for admission since test results must reach admissions offices
no later than these deadlines. The tests should be taken in advance of submitting
university application forms.
Register to take standardized tests if required by the universities to which you are
applying.
Begin narrowing down your choices of schools to approximately 5 to 10 institutions.

12 MONTHS
Prior to enrollment, complete the following (months indicated are estimates, based on fall
enrollment):
AUGUST



Contact universities for application and financial aid forms and catalogs.
Obtain test registration forms or register on the web to take the TOEFL, the ACT, SAT I
and SAT II, if necessary.

SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER







Continue narrowing down your choice of schools. While some students apply to
more, 5 to 10 well-researched choices are sufficient.
Request an official transcript from your school.
Request letters of recommendation from your teachers.
Submit completed application forms (for admission as well as financial aid).
Double check that transcripts and references have been sent.
Take the necessary admissions tests.

JANUARY - APRIL


University application deadlines must be met; note that these are for regular admission;
early admission deadlines will be sooner.
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APRIL - JUNE






Letters of acceptance or rejection arrive. Decide which university to attend, notify the
admissions office of your decision, complete and return any forms they require.
Send letters of regret to those universities you turn down.
Organize finances: arrange to transfer funds to a U.S. bank; make sure you have funds
for travel and expenses on arrival.
Finalize arrangements for housing and medical insurance with your university.

JUNE - AUGUST







Use information from your Form I-20 or DS-2019 to fill out the SEVIS Form I-901 and
pay the $100 required SEVIS fee (see SEVIS information for description of SEVIS form
and fee).
Upon receipt of your I-20 and SEVIS I-901 payment receipt, apply to your nearest U.S.
embassy or consulate for a visa. This should be as far in advance of your departure date
as possible (see "Visas").
Make travel arrangements.
Contact the International Student Office at your university with details of your arrival
plans, and confirm details of any orientation for new students held by the university.
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Saving Information Will Save Time Later
Parents and students should keep a file that contains information that will be needed for
college, scholarship, and job applications. Begin this file early in high school and add to it
each year. The student should take the file or copies of this file with them when they go to
university.

Keep the these materials in the file:
*Information about your past activities, skills, and job experience (CV/Resume)
*A list of references with contact information (you may want to collect information
from more than three people, as people are often hard to track down in a mobile community.)
*Copies of reference letters (if your student moves while in high school, you may want
to get reference letters before they move to a new high school or if a teacher will not be
returning and you want them as a reference).
*Photocopies of any application form or scholarship form you’ve previously filled out
*Basic college application essay and copies of all essays you’ve written
*Test Scores (ACT, SAT, AP, etc.)
*A contact information for all high schools attended, a copy of your school
transcript(s) or information about how to get a copies
*A copy of your Christian testimony, especially if you are applying to a Christian
college or ministry opportunity

You need to have the following information:
Education Information
Include the following information for EACH school you have attended since 9th grade:
List your current school first and list the others in reverse chronological order
* Full name of your current high school
* Its address, telephone number, fax number, e-mail address, and website address
* The years that you have attended this school. (Ex. 1980-1993)
* Names and titles of the administrator and guidance counselor (you may want to add
some of their personal contact information if it is different from the school’s)
* Date of graduation
* Current GPA, Rank in the class
Extracurricular Activities
* List all extracurricular activities you have been involved in each year of High School
(9th Grade, 10th Grade, 11th Grade, 12th Grade)
-Include things such as Pep Band, special choir ensembles, National Honor
Society, any club involvement and your office, any academic or art contests, 4-H,
Student Council, class offices, Cheerleading, sports involvement, drama, yearbook,
speech, etc.
* By each activity you list, write down any special positions held or recognitions given
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Example: Swimming Team, 1st place in regional competition, Team Captain
Honors and Awards
* List any honor or award that you have received, in or out of school. Include any
scholarship awards, Honor roll awards, music awards, individual sports awards, and
community or church awards (Keep copies of awards in this file.)
*Add any related information about that award (when you received it, from whom, etc.)
Places of Employment
* List your paid or volunteer (full or part-time) work experiences, including farm
work or family business. (Include any mission trips, church ministry positions, or
hospital volunteering.)
* List the name of the business/organization, your title and job responsibilities there,
address and telephone number of the business, a contact person there (boss), the length
of your employment there (List the month and year), and the skills that you
learned/used on that job
Special Skills
*List any special skills that you have. Keep copies of documents that evidence them.
For Example: Fluent in a Thai and English, Can use Microsoft Word and Excel, Type
65 words a minute, Certified in First Aid
References
Compile reference information for at least three people.
1. Choose at least three responsible adults who are not related to you. Good choices
include teachers, principals, counselors, coaches, bosses, church leaders, or people
from the community who know you well. Try to get people who know you in
different areas. (A teacher, a boss, and a church leader) Make sure that they know
you well enough to be able to recommend you and describe what you are like. It is
generally better if they have known you for at least a year.
2. Make sure that you always ask a reference BEFORE you list them on a
resume or application form. After they agree, get their official name, job title, place
of employment, address, work phone number, home phone number, and e-mail
address.
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Rights & Responsibilities
for

Students & Parents
Students & Parents have the right:
1. To full information from colleges concerning their admission and financial aid policies. Prior to
applying, you should be fully informed of policies and procedures concerning application fees,
deposits, refunds, housing, and financial aid.
2. In the USA, to defer responding to an offer and/or financial aid until you hear from all colleges to
which you have applied, or until May 1, which ever is earlier.

Should the college pressure you for a decision prior to May 1, you should immediately request
that the college/university extend the reply date; if you are denied this extension notify your
counselor and ask him/her to notify the president of the state or regional Association of College
Admissions Counselor (ACAC). For additional assistance, send a copy of your admission
notification letter and all correspondence to:
Executive Director
Natl. Assoc. of College
Admissions Counselors
Diagonal Road, Suite 430
Alexandria, VA 22344

School College Relations
Natl. Assoc. of Secondary
School Principals
1904 Association Drive
Reston, VA 22091

Students have the Responsibility:
1. To be aware of the policies (deadlines, restrictions, etc.) regarding admissions and financial aid of
the colleges of your choice.
2. To complete and submit required material to colleges and universities.
3. To meet all application deadlines.
4. To follow college application procedures of your high school.
5. TO NOTIFY THE COLLEGES THAT HAVE OFFERED YOU ADMISSION OF YOUR
ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF THEIR OFFER AS SOON AS YOU HAVE HEARD
FROM ALL TO WHICH YOU HAVE APPLIED (in the USA by May 1st, whichever arrives
first).

This policy is endorsed by the National Association of College Admissions Counselors and the
National Association of Secondary School Principals.
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HIGHER EDUCATION IN OTHER COUNTRIES
The following countries are featured with specific information about applying to their institutions of higher
education. The countries are listed in alphabetical order.

AUSTRALIA
Description and Types of Schools:
Australian higher education comprises over 35 universities and several institutions offering quality and
diversity. The types of schools and the degrees offered include:
1. Universities – Bachelors degree; Postgraduate Diploma/Masters Degree
2. Colleges of Advanced Education – Diplomas/Associate Diploma Degree; Postgraduate Diploma
3. TAFE Colleges – Bridging Courses; Advanced Certificate (skilled courses & basic trade courses)
The Diploma is awarded after three years full-time study; the Associate Diploma is awarded after two years
full-time study; and the Associate Diplomas and Diplomas are offered by colleges of Technical and Further
Education (TAFE) after completing programs of various lengths. Bridging and Foundations Programs
prepare student for entry into undergraduate studies.
Entrance Requirements:
With the current high demand on spaces at universities in Australia, the International Baccalaureate Diploma
is recommended. Where this is not possible, the recommendation is to take the strongest academic program
offered including IB and AP courses.
Admissions procedures:
Each Australian state has its own system of education and there are important differences in the philosophy,
administration, and admissions policies. Direct enrollment to the chosen institution is the most common
method to gain access to Australian higher education. The application process often takes determination and
patience, to provide required documentation and to explain coursework, even through many phone calls and
perhaps an interview.
Resources:
The Australian Education Center
CP Tower, 313 Silom Road
Bangkok
Tel: 231-0531

CANADA
Description:
Undergraduate programs in the humanities, social sciences, physical and applied sciences are available at
most universities in Canada. However, professional programs such as medicine, dentistry, law, architecture,
engineering and journalism are not available in all provinces. Degrees conferred from Canadian universities
include the bachelor’s, master’s and Ph.D.
Canada also has community colleges, and in the province of Quebec colleges of general and vocational
education, that are different from universities. These non-degree-granting institutions offer technical or
vocational post-secondary courses or courses for transfer to a university.
Entrance Requirements/Admissions procedures:
The application process in Canada varies somewhat from province to province. A majority of the postsecondary institutions in Ontario use the OUAC (Ontario University Application Centre) as a central
application agency. The rest of Canadian universities and colleges must be contacted directly. It is best to
apply at least one year in advance.
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Please note the need for the SAT I and SAT II. Although a student may be a Canadian they must follow the
application process as if they were applying from an American high school. This is because the Canadian
tertiary institutions interpret GIS credentials as if GIS were a school in the United States. The same is true
for a non-Canadian passport holder. Always check the university catalogs for the information pertaining to
“American high school graduates.”

Resources:
Canadian Education Office
Contact: Ms. Lindsay Neilson
26/F CP Tower
313 Silom Tower,
Bangkok 10500
Tel: 231-0409 Fax: 231-0427

GERMANY
Description and Types of Schools:
German universities are state-run, nonprofit institutions ad, as such, follow similar rules and regulations
concerning admission and language requirements, tuition and degree requirements.
Entrance Requirements:
Students applying to a German university must hold either a German Secondary school certificate (Arbitur)
or one of the following:
 High school diploma from the United States (GIS diploma) does not apply to German national.
 International Baccalaureate diploma, issued by the Office du Baccalaureat International in
Geneva, Switzerland applies to diploma German and foreign students.
If a foreign applicant’s secondary school certificate or high school diploma is not considered equivalent to
the German qualification necessary to gain admission, the applicant will not be admitted directly to an
academic program. In such cases, the applicant must take a standardized eligibility/admission examination.
Information regarding entrance examination requirements can be obtained from university foreign student
office (Academics Ausland samter) and the Studienkollegs.
The language of instruction at all German universities is German. All foreign applicants must prove they are
proficient in German before being admitted to a university. The general application procedure for foreign
students is the submission of the application for admission to University/Matriculation. This application and
any forms and information regarding the application procedure for foreign students can be obtained from the
Akademische Auslandsamter of the prospective universities, German embassies and consulates abroad.
For German nationals German universities require a university entrance credential called the Arbitur or the
equivalent (IB diploma) for students attending secondary education outside of Germany. All diploma
candidates must have completed a minimum of 12 successive years of full-time education. In addition
German nationals who have taken their diplomas abroad must provide evidence that they have taken a
second foreign language for at least four years.
Generally, the IB diploma is classified as Class II. If additional requirements are met, a reclassification may
occur. The IB diploma holder must include the following subjects with a minimum grade of 4:
 two languages (one continuously taught at Higher Level)
 One natural science (physics, chemistry, or biology)
 Mathematics
 One social science subject (history, geography, economics, social studies, organizational studies)
Some additional requirements may be requested.
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Resources:
German citizens can write for additional information to:
Sekrtariat Der Standingen Konferenz
Der Lander in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland,
Nasser Strasse 8
D-5300 Bonn 1
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY
Non-German citizens can write to:
Deutscher Akademischer Autauschdienst
Kennedyallee 50
D-5300 Bonn 2
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY
German Embassy
9 Sathon Tai Rd.
Bangkok
Tel: 213-2331-6; 285-6627-8

JAPAN
Description and Types of Schools:
Japan’s universities are divided into three categories – national, public and private – in accordance with
financial support. All are organized on the same format and have the same educational standards. Presently
there are 472 junior colleges and 489 universities. There is at least one national university in each prefecture
with public and private schools well distributed throughout the country.
Entrance Requirements/Admissions procedures:
The admissions procedure to Japanese universities is a very structured process. There are two types of
students:
1. Students in Japanese schools (overseas or in Japan)
2. Returning students (kimokushijo)
Most students apply through the returning students (kimokushijo) procedures. This process involves several
parts: testing, applications, recommendations, and certification of graduation.
The admissions process to most Japanese universities involves the following components:
1. Application Form – filed by students
2. Tests – SAT I, SAT II and TOEFL
3. Recommendations – number varies, usually 2 or 3
4. School Records – transcript, school profile, possibly clarification of courses such as IB, AP, ESL
5. Essays – one in Japanese and one in English (which counts twice as much as the Japanese essay)
6. Examination – at least one “in house” examination and in some cases more
7. Interview – at each university
The traditional time for admissions/enrollment is February or March. Universities such as International
Christian University (ICU), Sophia and Keio accept students for September enrollment dates.
Resources:
Japan Information Service
159 Sermmit Tower Bldg. (10/F)
Asok Road
Bangkok 10110
Tel: 259-0234
Fax: 258-6877
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KOREA
Description and Types of Schools:
There are seven types of higher education institutions that operate under the auspices of the Korean
Ministry of Education: 1) Colleges and universities offering four-year degree programs and six-year
medical and dental colleges 2) Graduate schools 3) Teacher colleges 4) Junior colleges 5) Air
and correspondence universities 6) Open universities 7) Miscellaneous schools (mainly
theological or single-purpose institutions)
Open universities offer flexible programs in vocational and technical fields. Two-year programs lead to a
diploma; four-year programs to a bachelor's degree. The miscellaneous schools category was devised by the
Ministry of Education to classify institutions that are highly specialized in the programs they offer. These
schools generally do not provide a liberal arts core requirement to meet the standards for accepted
undergraduate education in South Korea. Students who graduate from these programs receive a diploma and
may be eligible to do graduate work in their fields at some colleges and universities.
Two-year junior colleges are either being upgraded to four-year colleges, merged with four-year institutions
or phased out altogether. Currently, the most popular fields of study at the tertiary level are engineering
technologies and nursing.

Admissions Procedures:
The university entrance system in South Korea is highly competitive and has undergone many changes since
the country gained independence from Japanese rule in 1945. Students are selected for admission to an
institution of higher education based on the results of the Scholastic Achievement Examination for College
Entrance (SAECE).
This score, plus the student's high school transcript, determines admission. Preparation for the SAECE is a
grueling ordeal and it is not uncommon for some families to shell out as much as US$2,000 a month for
tutorials outside the classroom to ensure their children's success on the exam.
Programs and Degrees
Stage 1A: The chonmun taehak chorupchang (associate degree) awarded at junior colleges and special
schools after two to three years of study.
Stage 1B: The haksa (bachelor's degree) is awarded after four to six years of study.
Stage 2: The suksa (master's degree) is awarded after two or three years of study, following the bachelor's
degree. A thesis and comprehensive exam are required.
Stage 3: The paksa (Ph.D.) requires three or more years of study beyond the master's level. Candidates must
demonstrate fluency in English and one other foreign language, pass on oral exam and write a dissertation.
Resources:
Asian Higher Education: An International Handbook and Reference Guide. 1997. Edited by Gerard
Postiglione and Grace Mak. Greenwood Press, USA.
British Council. 1996. International Guide to Qualifications in Education. Great Britain.
Higher Education in Korea: Tradition and Adaptation. 2000. Edited by John Weidman and Namgi
Park. Falmer Press, USA.
National Office of Overseas Recognition. 1991. "Country Education Profiles: Republic of Korea."
Australia.
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NEW ZEALAND
Description and Types of Schools:
New Zealand offers higher education opportunities at the following government sponsored tertiary
Institutions: 7 Universities; 25 polytechnics; 5 Teacher Training Colleges.
The language of instruction is English and school year is divided into three terms (February – May;
May – August; September – December). Due to the variety of programs offered, students are encouraged to
have some idea of what they plan to study prior to applying to tertiary institutions. Many students are
choosing a double major or a double degree (additional year required) to increase their chances of
employment later. Polytechnics offer both diplomas and degrees for a variety of programs at various entry
levels. Students studying education are increasingly encouraged to pursue a university degree rather than the
diplomas or certificates offered at the Teacher Training Colleges.
Entrance Requirements:
For most universities and teacher training colleges, the GIS high school diploma will fulfill the basic entry
requirement. The U. W. high school diploma is considered comparable to the Sixth Form Certificate earned
by students in New Zealand. Most polytechnics also require a Sixth Form Certificate as a minimum
requirement though some programs may be more selective requiring a university degree as a minimum
credential; other programs such as Physio-therapy are difficult to enter due to the high demand.
Admissions Procedures:
Universities: There is basically a two stage entry – first into the university and then into a program of study.
To enter university, students must apply “ad eundem statum: to verify that they have earned an entry
credential which would provide admission to a university in the student’s home country (or the country they
pursued their secondary education). The GIS high school diploma is such a credential. Application for
admissions ad eundem staturn must be addressed to the Registrar of the university with the fee, official
transcripts, and evidence identifying the student. Applications may be made at any time though all
supporting materials should be submitted by 15 September preceding the start of the academic year. It is
also advised to apply for accommodation early, even before you receive word about admission to the
university.
After gaining entry to the university, students apply to the program of studies they wish to pursue. There
are three basic entry levels:
1. Basic entry qualification
2. Bursary B (a minimum GIS diploma with several IB/AP courses)
3. Bursary A (GIS diploma with many IB/AP courses)
Students who are denied entry to their first choice of programs may try to enter an “arts” program of the
university for a year and build up sufficiently good marks and reapply the following year. Others might try
applying to a related field at a polytechnic and then transfer (but this takes planning since polytechnic
deadlines are earlier.)

THAILAND
Description and Types of Schools:
Thai students seeking higher education may enter a university, technical institute, vocational college or
teacher-training college. After 12 years of primary and secondary education, students obtain a secondaryschool leaving certificate (M6) and take a national entrance exam to be eligible for admission to institutions
of higher education. Public higher education in Thailand is government-funded.
Today, there are 65 public and private universities and colleges in Thailand under the supervision of the
Ministry of University Affairs, and an additional 150 other educational institutions offering various
vocational degree courses that come under supervision of the Ministry of Education and other ministries.
Academically and administratively, universities in Thailand are based on a system of faculties--each under a
separate dean, as in the United Kingdom. Teaching and course organization, on the other hand, are similar to
the American system, with a credit course system being used. However, the relationship between professors
and students follows the Thai school approach rather than any foreign model, which has a strong influence
on students' attitudes and academic standards.
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A handful of schools offer Degree programs in English. They are: (State) Chulalongkorn
University, King Mongkut’s University, Mahidol University, Thammasat University, (Private)
Assumption University, and Payap University. Payap University's International College, the first
undergraduate English language degree program in Chiangmai, will begin in September 2003 and
will offer four majors:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Bachelor of Science in Computer Information Systems
Bachelor of Business Management in International Business Management
Bachelor of Business Management in International Hospitality Management
Bachelor of Art in English Communication

Entrance Requirements/Admissions procedures:

For Thailand the M6 certificate is required with a cumulative grade-point average of at least 2.00 (on a 4.00
scale). For all other countries, official high school certificates and/or matriculation examination documents.
In some cases, examinations by a national syndicate or an accredited state university (for college entrance)
can be the bases of admittance. Applicants without a recognized university entrance level certificate should
contact the College's Admission office for information on internationally recognized tests that may be give
them the right of admittance. University Entrance Exams are usually given in April.
Thai students graduating from GIS wanting entrance to public universities will need to take an M6
Equivalency exam or submit GIS transcripts to government offices in Bangkok (which can take several
months). International students graduating from GIS (non-Thai citizens) will need to take the same tests if
seeking admission to Thai public universities.
International Program admissions varies depending on the university. Application is in January and
February. Entrance exams are usually scheduled in March and April. School begins in June. Interviews are
often a part of the application process for both public and private universities. Personal portfolios are a good
idea to have.

United Kingdom
Description and Types of Schools:
Foundation Year:
If the high school qualification you have from your own country is not sufficient for entry to a UK
university, then a university foundation course will help you bridge the gap. Most programs take less than a
year to complete and place successful candidates on degree courses at participating UK universities.

Foundation programs (also known as access or bridging courses) bridge the gap between the
qualifications you have and those you need to enter onto an undergraduate degree course in the UK.
Many FE (further education) colleges, sixth-form colleges, tutorial colleges, and HE (higher
education) institutions, including universities, run these programs. Some FE colleges and sixth-form
colleges are affiliated to specific UK universities and so their foundation programs are often
designed to prepare you for progression onto degree courses primarily at the linked university.
Some foundation programs are specially designed for international students, and usually include
English language tuition, while others are mainly focused on UK students.
GCSEs, A-levels and other equivalents:
The General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE), International GCSE (IGCSE) or GCSEs in
vocational subjects are normally taken at the age of 16. Following these, students can do one further year of
academic study before taking Advanced Supplementary examinations (AS-levels). After another year of
study, they can take Advanced level examinations (A-levels) or, in some cases, the International
Baccalaureate (IB).
Alternatively, there are career-based qualifications, such as General National Vocational Qualifications
(GNVQs) or vocational A-levels, which can be taken after one or two years of study. All these courses give
access to university or further study. Boarding schools provide educational opportunities for young people
from the ages of seven to 18, usually leading to GCSEs, AS-levels, A-levels or the IB.
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Colleges cater mainly for students aged between 16 and 18, and offer a similar range of qualifications, as
well as English language tuition and a number of career-based qualifications. You can study GCSEs, Alevels and other equivalents at boarding schools, tutorial colleges and FE institutions.
Private language schools:
These schools specialize in teaching English to international students. There are around two hundred and
eighty that are accredited by the British Council.
Boarding schools and tutorial colleges:
These schools and colleges provide education up to the age of eighteen. Boarding schools combine modern
teaching methods and up-to-date facilities with traditional values and attractive learning environments.
Tutorial colleges provide a bridge between school and university, allowing sixteen to eighteen-year-olds a
more independent lifestyle.
FE institutions:
Further Education institutions offer a very diverse range of programmes for students from the age of sixteen
upwards. They are the main providers of career based courses and have good links with industry. In addition,
many FE institutions also offer GCSEs and A-levels (or equivalents), and access or foundation courses.
Some also offer degree and postgraduate programmes in the areas in which they are particularly strong.
FE institutions provide many different routes to degree-level study thanks to their extensive links with HE
institutions. For example, you could spend a year at an FE institution taking an access course and then
transfer to a partner university for a three-year degree course. Or you might spend two years at an FE
institution gaining a career based qualification and then transfer to a university for the final one or two years
of a degree course. The options are numerous and flexible.
HE institutions:
Higher Education institutions are the centres of high-level teaching and research activity, and most courses at
this level lead to a degree or equivalent qualification. The degrees and postgraduate qualifications offered by
these institutions are among the most prestigious academic qualifications available. HE institutions include
universities, HE colleges and institutes. The first universities were founded some eight hundred years ago, so
HE institutions in the UK draw upon an exceptional depth of educational experience.
Secondary education (including GCSEs and equivalents):
All UK secondary schools, both state and independent, teach pupils at least until the age of sixteen and
prepare them for GCSEs or equivalent qualifications. Significant numbers of international students enter the
UK secondary education system when they are either eleven or thirteen. Many attend independent boarding
schools.
Post-sixteen education (including A-levels and equivalents):
After completing compulsory education at the age of sixteen, students may legally leave school and start
work. Most, however, study A-levels or equivalent qualifications as sixth-form students in a school, sixthform college or college of further education. International students often enter the education system at this
point, e.g. taking an A-level course in preparation for further or higher education in the UK.
Post-eighteen education:
Sixth-formers usually finish their secondary education at the age of eighteen with A-levels or equivalent
qualifications, then go on to study at either further or higher education level.
Further education (FE) (including career based courses and some degree courses): This is the term used to
describe education and training that takes place after the school-leaving age of sixteen. Over six hundred FE
colleges, both state-funded and independent, offer a very wide range of programs, including English
language courses, some GCSEs, A-levels and other equivalents, career based courses, access courses and
some degree courses.
Higher education (HE) (including degree courses, postgraduate programs and MBAs) This is the term used
to describe the education and training that takes place at universities, colleges and institutes offering studies
at degree level and higher. The UK has over ninety universities and more than fifty HE colleges offering a
wide range of courses, most of which lead to degrees or equivalent qualifications, postgraduate qualifications
or MBAs.
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Degree courses:
To apply for full-time undergraduate degree courses and Higher National Diplomas (HNDs), you simply
make a single approach through the centralized application process. This service is provided by UCAS
(Universities and Colleges Admissions Service). All UK universities (except the Open University) and most
colleges of higher education are members of UCAS. Your route through the UCAS application process is
described in this section.
Applications for part-time degree study are not made through UCAS and you should contact directly the
institution in which you are interested. Increasingly, universities and colleges are making their application
forms for part-time study available on their website, either to complete online or to download.
Admissions procedures: The UCAS application process
Before applying, check the minimum entry qualifications in the prospectus of your chosen university or
college. Be aware, though, that the institution may ask for more than these requirements. Any entry
requirement will be shown clearly if the institution offers you a place.
You may apply to up to six institutions on a single UCAS application form. (If you apply for more than one
subject at the same institution it counts as two choices.) The current fee for applying through this system is
£5 for a single choice and £15 for up to six choices. You can submit only one UCAS application form per
year.
When UCAS receives your application form, it will send a copy to each of your chosen institutions. Each
institution will consider your application and send details of its decision to UCAS. UCAS will forward the
decision to you.
For each application, three outcomes are possible. You may be sent an unconditional offer which means you
can begin the course at the start of the next academic year. Alternatively, you may be sent a conditional offer
which means you have to achieve specific entry requirements in your qualifying examinations.
Finally, the institution may reject your application. If all your chosen institutions reject your application, you
will still be able to apply to another UK institution through Clearing.
Don't respond to any offers you receive until UCAS asks you to reply. Then, you can accept no more than
two offers. Your first choice will be your firm acceptance (the offer you most want to accept) and your
second choice will be your 'insurance' acceptance (a back-up in case your first choice falls through). But note
that if your first choice is to accept an unconditional offer, you will not be able to make a second, back-up
choice. Once you accept an unconditional offer, you are committed to that institution.
Universities will confirm or withdraw their conditional offers after they have been notified of the results of
your qualifying examinations. Therefore, it is important that you send your examination results to the
university or college from which you are holding offers as soon as possible. If you have not matched the
entry requirements for either your firm or your conditional offers, you will be able to enter the Clearing
procedure.
Clearing is a process that matches students who have not been able to find a place with courses that still have
vacancies. It occurs in August and September. You will be eligible for Clearing if:
you have applied to an institution in the UCAS system but do not have any offers
none of your conditional offers have been confirmed
your application through UCAS was made after 30 June (or 12 June for art and design courses).
Scotland - Standard Grades, Highers and Advanced Highers
Standard Grades are normally taken at the end of a pupil's fourth year of secondary education. Awards are
graded 1 to 7 (1 being the highest grade). Standard Grade achievement is described on three levels:
Foundation level covers grades 5 and 6 (SCQF level 3), General level grades 3 and 4 (SCQF level 4), and
Credit level grades 1 and 2 (SCQF level 5).
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Highers are normally taken at the end of a pupil's fifth year of secondary education. Some pupils will have
passed four, five or, in exceptional cases, six Highers by the end of the fifth year and may well have obtained
the required grades for entry to a Scottish university or college. However they may stay at school for a
further year to undertake some combination of Advanced Highers and additional Highers and/or freestanding National Units. (The fifth and sixth years of secondary education in Scotland correspond to years 12
and 13 in England) .
For entry to higher education, grades 1 to 3 at Standard Grade are normally acceptable in combination with
Highers in the main subjects. Scottish higher education institutions normally frame their conditional offers in
terms of numbers and grades of Higher passes. Highers, like all other National Courses, can also be taken by
adults. Advanced Highers are normally taken at the end of the sixth year of secondary education.
Like Highers, Advanced Highers have three pass grades: A, B and C. Advanced Highers are broadly
comparable to GCE A-level grades A to C but the achievement at GCE A-level grades D and E would not
equate to a pass standard for Advanced Higher.
Resources:
These publications are available for reference at most British Council offices:
British Qualifications (Kogan Page:www.kogan-page.co.uk).
UCAS Directory 2003 entry (UCAS www.swotbooks.com/ucasbooks).
How to Complete your UCAS Form (Trotman: www.careers-portal.co.uk/bookshop).
Web links
Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS)
www.ucas.com
Independent Schools Council international office (ISCis)
www.iscis.uk.net

Foundation Year/courses:
British Council Education Information Website www.educationuk.org and
www.educationuk.org/scotland
For further information, you can find details of your nearest office at www.britishcouncil.org/homecontact-worldwide.htm which includes links to all our country web pages and a worldwide address
book giving contact details for all offices.
Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) Rosehill New Barn Lane Cheltenham
Gloucestershire GL52 3LZ
Telephone +44 (0) 870 1122211 Fax +44 (0) 1242 544961 Email enquiries@ucas.ac.uk Website
www.ucas.com
International Foundation Programme – Scotland Head Office 77 Southport Avenue Glasgow G12
8LE
Telephone +44 (0) 141 357 0123 Fax +44 (0) 141 357 0199 Email m.bissland@ifps.ac Website
www.ifps.ac
United States of America
Structure of the U.S. Education System: Credit Systems

U.S. educators at the secondary, higher, and adult/continuing education levels use a variety of
formulae to calculate, record, and interpret the amount of earned academic or training credits that
students accumulate en route to earning certificates, diplomas, degrees, and other qualifications.
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In most cases, the earned credits are identified by the term “credit hours” or “credit units.”
SECONDARY LEVEL CREDIT UNITS
The most widely used credit systems in U.S. secondary education are based on the Carnegie Unit
system. Carnegie Units were proposed in 1906 as a basis for measuring school work. A unit
would represent a single subject taught for one classroom period for five days a week. Fractional
units would be awarded for subjects taught less frequently. The term “Carnegie Unit” is still used
to describe this system as are other terms such as “annual credit unit.”
Some secondary schools assign credits by semester. These semester credit units are based on the
formula that a semester credit unit equals a single subject taught for one classroom period for five
days a week. Still other schools assign credit by the classroom period, or “hour.”

COLLEGE CREDIT SYSTEMS
Semester Calendar Credit Hours. Most U.S. higher education institutions operate on an academic
year divided into two equal semesters of 15-16 weeks’ duration, with a winter break of 2-3 weeks
and a summer session of 10-12 weeks, plus additional shorter breaks. The actual amount of
academic work that goes into a single semester credit hour is often calculated as follows:


One lecture (taught) or seminar (discussion) credit hour represents 1 hour per week of
scheduled class/seminar time and 2 hours of student preparation time. Most lecture and
seminar courses are awarded 3 credit hours. Over an entire semester, this formula
represents at least 45 hours of class time and 90 hours of student preparation.



One laboratory credit hour represents 1 hour per week of lecture or discussion time plus 1-2
hours per week of scheduled supervised or independent laboratory work, and 2 hours of
student preparation time. Most laboratory courses are
awarded up to 4 credit hours. This calculation represents at least 45 hours of
class
time, between 45 and 90 hours of laboratory time, and 90 hours of student
preparation per
semester.


One practice credit hour (supervised clinical rounds, visual or performing art studio,
supervised student teaching, field work, etc.) represents 3-4 hours per week of supervised
and /or independent practice. This in turn represents between 45 and 60 hours of work per
semester. Blocks of 3 practice credit hours, which equate to a studio or practice course,
represent between 135 and 180 total hours of academic work per semester.



One independent study (thesis or dissertation research) hour is calculated similarly to
practice credit hours.



Internship or apprenticeship credit hours are determined by negotiation between the
supervising faculty and the work supervisor at the cooperating site, both of whom must
judge and certify different aspects of the student’s work. The credit formula is similar to
that for practice credit.

A typical bachelor’s degree program of study on a semester calendar requires at least 120 credit
hours to be earned by the student.
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Normal full-time registration is usually 15 credit hours per semester or 30 per academic year
(shortfalls can be made up in summer sessions or independent study).

This roughly translates into at least 30-40 courses (depending on the major subject and thus the
proportion of types of credit hours earned) and represents at least 5,400 – and probably more –
actual hours of dedicated academic work for a non-science or non-art concentration, and well over
that total for graduates of programs in the sciences, engineering, fine arts, or performing arts. A
master’s degree program requiring at least 33 credit hours and including a research thesis or project
represents over 4,000 actual hours of supervised and unsupervised (independent research) study,
while a doctoral program can represent 8,000 or more actual hours of advanced study and research
beyond the master’s degree.
Quarter Calendar Credit Hours. Some U.S. institutions use a quarter calendar, in which the
academic year is divided into three terms, called quarters, of 10-11 weeks’ duration plus a summer
session (considered the fourth quarter, but optional), a short winter term and other calendar breaks.
Quarter credit hours represent proportionately less work than semester hours due to the shorter
terms, about two-thirds of a semester credit hour. Thus, a bachelor’s degree at an institution on the
quarter calendar may require a minimum of 180 quarter hours, which compares to 120 semester
hours.
Other Postsecondary Credit Systems. The semester and quarter hour systems are only the most
commonly used credit systems in the United States. Several institutions employ their own special
systems for recording credits, ranging from unit systems similar to the Carnegie system (one course
= one credit) to point systems based on various formulae.
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